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SIMCA CAR CLUB AUSTRALIA Inc

Dedicated to the preservation and restoration of SIMCA cars for the purpose of maintaining the Simca
marque as part of the motoring history of Australia.

The Club was formed to provide technical information and spare parts assistance to Simca club
members.

The Club has an affiliation with Simca owners and clubs throughout the world, permitting a global
update of Simca activities to our members.

The Club maintains a register of Simca owners through our specialist Registrar for both Simca and
Simca Vedette.

The views or opinions offered by members in this newsletter i Swallow Tales may not necessarily
represent the views or opinions of the Committee of Management.

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT (as elected at the 2021 AGM)

President: Rob Stapley Mobile: 0414 780 395
12 Pioneer Ave
LOBETHAL SA 5241 Email: inastapleyl23@hotmail.com

Secretary/Treasurer: Doug Murphy Ph: (07) 3207 2457 Mobile 0402845925
PO Box 2151
Wellington Pt QLD 4160 Email doug@realres.com.au

Editor: lain and Leila Dyer Ph: (03) 63442601 Mobile: 0419353075
121 Penquite Road
Newstead Tas 7250 Email: sales@autocourt.com.au

Public Officer: lan Powell Mobile: 0438913541
Email: 76matra@gmail.com

State Representatives:

NEW SOUTH WALES Morrie Barrett Mobile: 0429495003
Email: morriebarrett@optusnet.com.au

QUEENSLAND Luke Huntly Ph: (07) 46223361 Mobile: 0439830117
Email: beitz@hwy54.com.au

SOUTH AUSTRALIA Rob & Ina Stapley Ph: (08) 8389 6176
Email: inastapleyl23@hotmail.com

VICTORIA /| TASMANIA Andrew Woodson
Email: andyz52@hotmail.com

WESTERN AUSTRALIA John Pickles Ph: (08) 9535 5023
& Life Member Email: jpickles3@bigpond.com

NEW ZEALAND Gerard Crombie
Email: westquay@xtra.co.nz
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FROM THEX W\ g b e ¢ Ay MbXokr

Greetings all,

Since our last edition we are now facing the most challenging times since
Cold War days. We have a lunatic taking us back to 1939, causing untold

suffering and bringing us closer to Nuclear war. In Australia we have
catastrophic destruction in the eastern states, such as | have never seen.
Growing up in Sydney, it was a regular event to see Windsor and Richmond
affected by flooding. However, never to this extent, with loss of life across

the eastern states. On top of thisve have a Federal election about to
happen, with all the vitriol and grandstanding to go with it. Thank heavens

xA EAOA #1 EOA O0AI T AO xAEOET C EIT OE|JA
equivalent to Donald Trump. Heaven help us all. | fully understand this

not a political platform, but never has there been such a time, when we
EAOA T AAAAA O1 AEC AAAD AT A iii & AAPA
mentioned Covid. We are all used to the Covid dance, if you understand the
rules. Pardon the short beak, | am ducking down to the shed to see if | can

find a piece of rope to string up.

"AAE ACAET h AT O1 AT 80 £EEIT Ahe hedlisstil a) O JAE
pigsty. | must admit, in light of what is going on, | am finding it hard to be

overly enthusiastic about classic cars. On this natéhe proposed Dubbo

Rally in May has been cancelled. In discussion with all Committee
members, it was decided to postpone it until later in the yearpossibly

October. It was unanimouslyagreed upon the two venuesare excellent

and would remain the locations of choice. There is no reason for members

who would like to get together in May, should not do so. David Reeves, take

your camera and fast writing pen. OK, please!

On a positive note, all the nasty thingkhave been saying about Wayne Yeo,

I will have to retract. The Wayne Yeo performance package is fantastic. In
my case, taking a late series Rush 5 bearing engine, over boring 60 thou,
and fitting N.O.S. Repco sports pistons and fully balancing. As lwihe
original Oxenford conversion, most of the horse power is in the head and
exhaust. We took a 110 thou off the head and opened up the inlet ports
3ml. | match ported them to the fabricated manifold, to take the twin choke
Weber. The original manifoll is cut back to two outlets, with the centre
outlet fabricated out of inch and seven eighth tube. The whole lot is then
AAA ET OT A ¢d6 OUOOAI xEOE A OOOAECHO
adjusting the clutch a delicate operation. Add a 32/36 dual tlwat Weber,
suitably jetted and fabricate a linkageanother delicate operation.
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Upon firing it up, it produced
this deep bark, sort of like a
Rottweiler warming up its
vocal cords. It scares the
bejabbers out of Morris
Minors | can tell you. The
throttle linkage was a bit of a
challenge, at full throttle we
are not getting all the second
throat. | have decided to leave
the throttle as is, as it is
perfectly adequate for my
| purpose. Around town the car
Is as smooth as glass, dawdling
along in top, whilst smoothly
grabbing a lower gear when
needed. On long pulls on the
highway, it just hunkers down
and pulls like a train, leaving
all your Asian boring boxes
. bewildered. Speaking of
which, in town we have an
overpass with a decent size tunnel. | recently vgaabout to enter the
tunnel, when up ahead | spotted Mr and Mrs nice in their Kia hatch. Silver
of course. | flicked to the right hand laneaccelerateduntil | was beside
them, snicked third and gave it a gut full. The Simca gave out a bellow like
afore mentioned Rottweiler, jumping a barbed wire fenceAT A CAOOET
AAT ci U AEOO AAOCEOS J C
ABC rubbish spewing out of their radio.

) EAAO Ui O AOGEh O3
COl x1T Ob AO irgd Oshdklg.
-0i 60 Al xAUuO OAEARh B
COi x ObPo AT A AO xA E
right. | have a rather outrageous bonnet
had done years ago when | intended to rac
it. The car is about to go the body shop tc
have all the paint touched p, so the bonnet
will be painted at that time. It has twin sets
of louvres and | am going to paint the front
half in French tri colours. My mate Geoff
who helps with the spanners, claims he will

cecececoe ool
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vomit. Quite happy to hand him a bucket. Add a feux Abaalloy rocker
cover and Monte Carlo here we come. At car shows ngveople have no
idea what sort of car it is so when it is finished it should even be more of a
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On a serious note some club memberscluding myself have been facing
ongoing serious health issues. Many thanks for all tHendness expressed
to us all. The genuine warmth and friendship extended to each other
through the club, is a thing to be treasured.

Kindest regards to all

lain and Leila
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PRESIDENTS REPORY rob Stpley

To All

It is with great sadness that | pass on the news of the death of
Fred Schodde. Fred was a member of the Kapunda Chapter for
about 20 years. For about 10 of those years, he owned a pretty
and very clean Simca P60 wagon of which he was very proud,
and coincidentally about 4 months ago came onto the market,
about 10 years after Fred sold it, and | was able to buy it back
to pair with my blue wagon of which you might be familiar. Fred
was a valued member of NARC and a regular attendee at
meetings and outings. He was not afraid to say what he thought
and didnot necessarily agree
distilled his own whisky and many times he would be dispersing
whisky and lemonade to anyone willing to partake, no matter
the time of day. After selling the Simca he bought a lovely
Austin A95, now owned by John Birrell and I think John thinks it
Is a lovely car, which was well maintained by Fred. Fred and
Marlene and Ina and | attended many Simca rallies and Austins
over Australia Rallies where we travelled together and shared
accommodation. Rallies included Tenterfield, and Launceston
and many places in-between at least one a year. When he sold
his Hillman Hunter a year or two ago, he stopped attending
NARC meetings and slowed down a bit although he still drove
and enjoyed bingo and playing the pokies at the Willaston pub.
His passing was sudden and a shock to Ina and me and he will
be sorely missed. So, Fred is dead and many Simca members
will remember him from the many rallies he attended. |
remember the Tenterfield rally where he packed half a dozen
bottles of home distilled whisky to share with

anyone willing to partake, bit wary of Morrie who is a former
police officer and unsure of his approval. Off course there is
nothing unlawful distilling your own spirits. Fred was fussy
about his car and was always tinkering to improve performance
or correct imperfections. He could dismantle and repair the auto
cancelling of the indicator switch, | wonder how many club cars
this works on today. Fred was born at Sea Lake in Victoria and
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was one of 12 siblings. He did his apprenticeship at the
munitions factory in Bendigo and eventually moved with his
wife and family to Whyalla where he worked as a draughtsman
for BHP. He had success as a trainer of trotters and eventually
moved to Kapunda in S.A. He was a mate of Stan Andre who
I ntroduced Fred to Simcads and
he drove to the Dubbo rally. He then bought Richard Gibson's
wagon which | now own. He lived a full and busy life and was
the life of the party, many stories to tell of his childhood and
growing up years, although recently not a member of our great
little club many will remember him with affection.

Regards Robert.

Hi All. It is with sadness that | report the passing of Fred
Schodde who for years was a valued and respected member of
the Simca Car Club of Australia. We regret his passing but
have many happy memories. | hope you are all well and
battling on, though many are not enjoying the best of health.

The covid virus won't go away and once again casts doubt on
the future of our rally. Many people are immune compromised
and therefor wary of travelling and mixing in public places. The
risk is too great at this stage and the warnings of doctors and
healthcare workers have to be heeded. Take care and stay
safe Regards Rob Stapley

Further content on Fred Schodde. By lain and Leila Dyer

Fred Schodde was 93 when he passed away. He was a tough old dude, of
German ancestry. We were fortunate over the years to spend time with

hEl 8 )y OAI Ai AAO CAOOEI ¢ A AEOA 1060
AO xAO CAITAO 1 AOGO AAT OOOU &OAAB8G 4

We first met him at the first Simca rally we attended, at Mildura. We
arrived on the first day late and everyone s sitting down having dinner.
7A APPOT AAEAA A PAAEAA 111¢ AATAE
i AT AAOO AEOTAIbit atvidn@rd ERA adid Ina saved the day and got
everyone to shove up and got Leila and | some BBQ tea. Fred was two up
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and seeng us with a cheap bottle of wine, asked if we would like something
decent to drink. He was a cheeky buggar. Turns out it was his home
brewed whisky. | have never been into spirits, but it was the nectar of the
Gods. | have sampled it many times sincesually shamelessly depleting
21T A 30API AudO OOT AEOS (A AAT A T¢
A95 with the Austin club. It was a lovely car and | tried taick it off him, he
xAO OIT OI A0OO &I O 1iAs (A xAO OPb
sAl AOi AThée EA OOGAA OF AAIlT 1 As

Ina and John from the Mildura car club to our place for tea. See photo.

R- L Johnfrom the Mildura car club, Rob, Ina, charming Japanese student,
Marlene and the great man himselfThe tAAT A 1 TT EO A AEO
AET T Aonh AOO xA AEA pPOO 11T T1TTA T &£ ,A

When Rob and Ina Stapley were coming over for our Tasmanian rally, Fred
wanted to come. It was decided it was a bit much for him. He gave Rob a
AT OOI1 A [ £ EEO xEEOEU Ol AOEI C 1C

xI Ol AT60 Ai OEAO O11AOGO Ui O xAOA EE¢
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4eA Ai OO A EA OO EO ET OAAAOR O' Al
PbIl ATA EO A 3bEOABE&sEmIt)ME A0D,Tyé)O AsEed A
would have been quick to point out, the BF 109 was superbly engineered

with an inverted V12 engine featuring fuel injection, the only aircraft in
WW11 to perfect it.

(EO 1 AAAT OET QITA cORAAL AARA@ORI EA

lain and Leila Dyer.

P.S. Seeing as there is not going to be anymore, | am going to hide it when
Rob and Ina come to tea next time.

Some Car This Simca
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f XVeXgTel €41y musmubre g

Attached is the Financial Statement to 24.032 and the Membership
payments list as of 24.03.221 have highlighted those that have advised of
address/detail changes, would you please check your mailing lists.
Andrew Spitteler & Karen Smith are new membersWe have received their
membership form, lut as yet, have not received membership payment.

4 OAAODOOA O& Grone & fnhndi& point of view, the Club is in a
healthy position. Covid means we cant do much to spend the money, Morrie
has been organising key rings for membersTotal Income Itduly 2021-
24t March 2022 is $1790.00 and total Expenditure $749.18 leaving a
balance of $7639.79.

Membership Report z Overall membership is steady at about 53,
including the three Life Memberships (Nancy Hodge, John and Evelyn
Pickles, Colin and Lucy Sith), the Club has 53 members. There is one new
Membership z WelcomeAndrew Spitteler & Karen Smith from USA, Alan
Gascoyne has decided not to renew, au revoir Alan. 14 Members are yet to
renew for 2022.

At the first opportunity, | would like to nominate Morrie and Margaret
Barrett as Life Members. Morrie and Margaret are quietly active, in the
background, continuously doing things for the Club and providing
cohesion.

Club office bearersand members, who are the principal organisers, are not
able to participate._

Anyone looking for a restorable Vedette? Kevin and colleen Lill have a
restorable Vedette and spare parts available for sale. This is a barn find,
parked since 1979. Located in Mrray SA.

Andrew Cavanagh has an old Simca NSW badge or sale.

Jean Francois Cotta is looking for photos of a Versaille on a race track in
Aus or NZ.

We are increasingly coordinating our activities Lorraine with the web
page, David with the Facebook admj lan and Leila with the Newsletter. So
the message is getting out there. You are encouraged to have a periodic
look at the web site and Face book page.

Regards
Doug

Some Car This Simca
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SIMCA CAR CLUB AUSTRALIA INC.
Financial Statement : 1st July 2021 to 30th November 2021

INCOME
: Annual Subscriptions

EXPENDITURE
Secretary Exp.
Newsletter (Mar,Sept)
Namebadges
Fairtrading
Stickers & Posters
Website Costs
Bank/Paypal Fee

TOTAL

ASSETS Cash at Bank 6,598.97
LIABILITIES
NET ASSETS S 6,598.97

BALANCE SHEET - 30.06.2021

Balance brought forward 30.06.21 6598.97
Add Income Amount 255.00

Deduct Expenses Amount 266.69
Balance as at 30.11.2021 6587.28

Some Car This Simca
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QUEENSLAND REPOR by Luke Huny

Hi Everyone,

We hope you have all had a goodwmgear so far. COVID finally hit the Roma
community in early January after the borders opened just before Christmas. It was
quite an anxious period waiting to hear of the first cases but now we are used tg
living with it just like others have had to ovéetpast couple of years.

The first | ocal run for the Huntl yods
the back roads close to Roma. Just a pile of rocks really but an excuse to get thj
Simca out for a drive and enjoy the company of other motor siatsts. We
finished the short drive at the Railway Dam for morning tea. A nice little oasis for

a cuppa and a chat.

The March run was to Meandarra for a tour of the ANZAC memorial museum.
Meandarra is 167 kmdéds south eawtakefr o
the Simca, MG or the Pajero. Silly us took the MG and sweltered in the heat but |
guess thatoés what 1tbés al/l about, a
the way home. The museum is very impressive for a small town, a population of
26 2 . Leo got to ride in the O0Green
Grandad. The lady at the museum had to take a photo of us in front of the MG as
she coul dnoét believe how we fitted

out of it.

Luke caught up with David recently in Biloela when he was there for work.
Unfortunately he didndét get to i
to come home the night )

before David had Nica

organised to travel ovel

and have a look.

Looking forward to

helping David rescue

parts.

Thanks to David and
Kerry for their articles
as part of the
Queensland Report.

Kind Regards,

Luke and Michelle
Huntly

Some Car This Simca
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71 OAO A&O1T I 11 EAAS

Greetings all!

| must say that Alice has been pretty quiet the past several months, and has
not been able to participate in much. However, she still gets out and about
around the streets of Biloela, and does so to the extent that she has been
seen by one of the Year 12 students from the High School who would like to

be transported (in great style,| might add) to her Senior Formal! When
speaking with her father, he wanted to know about the car, and when he
learned of her French heritage, he was thrilled, as his daughter is quite the
Francophile. How appropriate for her to be driven to the Biloelal$S Senior
Formal in an AussieFrench carriage!

This is coming up on the 25th Marcly two weeks from writing this article,

Ol EAZ£ ) AI180 1T ATACA Ol CAO A PEAGPO
Tales, you will certainly see how glamorous she will look i@EA T A@O T
something to look forward to, | am sure!

Other things that have been keeping Alice a little occupied include a trip to
$AO0OAGO0 0AT Al 71 OEO EIT 3ADPOAI AAO 1 AQpP
this, to any great extent anyway, in previousssues. You might be thinking
OEAO PAOEAPO ) Ai 1TTT1TT1ECEOETC EI =
no, Dave is a highly regarded panddeater/spray-painter in town, and has a
business that | suspect is known beyond the town limits. He no longer does
insurance work, and specialises in restorations only (he will do insurance

work for classic cars).

Alice had developed a bit of an unusual rust spot in the middle of the front
AOEOAOG6O AiiT onh AT A OEA EAA A Al ObpI1 A} 1
the bonnet, so | thought all that should be addressed. Dave and his crew

were really goodz they matched the paint beautifully, touched up a couple

of spots as well, and | am thrilled to say that the bonnet opens and closes as
though she has just been delivexd to the showroom! They also attached a

01 Axé6 1 AT Apl AOGA O1 OEA AT 1T1AOh AO (PE,
Tasmania in 20197 | suspect my repeated opening of the bonnet and
accidentally grasping the bottom of the nameplate, rather than the bonnet,
weakened it and it finally broke. John Smith sent me one, and now she is
ITTEET ¢ OOEIi PI U OPEEAUSG 11 AA 11T OAA

Not quite to do with Alice, but | received a message on the Facebook page
from a fellow in Calliope (about an hours drive from here, towards
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Gladstong saying that they had an old Simca body in the paddock, and
wondered if anyone would be interested in anything off it.

| finally got out there a couple of weeks ago, and although she probably
requires a bit more than a buff and polish, there should be a&w good
useable things. | will say that the steering wheel and column, particularly
the part that warps and disintegrates in the sun, are in quite reasonable
condition, which | found surprising, as the body has not exactly been kept
out of the weather. | an looking forward to having a few spare wheel studs
(just in case), but | am sure that we will be able to get a bit more than that
off her! The guys come into Biloela regularly for hay, so they can put her on
the back of the truck and drop her to my housd.uke and | have discussed
x] OEET ¢ OI CAOEAO O OAIiT OA xi OOExEE[ A
remainder to the Biloela dump. | think | will find the process of removing
OAEA OAEOQC OAOU AAOAAOQE]

-_—)
S

The other challenge has been the windseen wipers. They were not
working prior to the French Car Day (Brisbane, July 2021) and the forecast
heavy rain for the few days before meant that | was not able to drive her
down for it. Not to worry, as, like many other events over the last couple of
yeas, it was cancelled due to COVID. | found someone to look at them, me
thinking it might have been the switch, but he stating it was the wiper
motor.

| spoke to Morrie, and as a result, popped it in the post, he checked it out, ‘
said it was fine,andsent®d AAAEA ) EAOA EAO AT T EA E
next Wednesdayz in time for the Senior Formal on the 25th!

Last Sunday, | attended the meeting of the Gladstone Vintage and Classic
Car Club. | googled them, found they had a Facebook page and sent a
messa@ resulting in my being invited to the meeting. They seem like a
great bunch of peoplez not unlike our beautiful SIMCA family. There seem

to be a few events coming up, so hope to have a lot more adventures to
report in the next issue! (I only have to atted two events and | am eligible

to become a member. The meeting counts as one, so | look forward to Alice
really getting out and about in the next few months!

| also look forward to seeing everyone, face-face once again, when the
Dubbo rally gets going!

Cheers!

David (and Alice)

Some Car This Simca
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1952 Simca 8 Sport coupe
Kerry Ryan
Josephine and | have owned this very rare car since 2007.

This Simca 8 Sport Coupe is an original California USA delivered vehicle which
was first registered in the USA in March 1952.

A small number of these coupes together with the roadster (convertible) versio
were sold in the USA in the =early
Angeles California as they were quite popular with thevie stars and movie
personnel of the time who were based around Hollywood.

My car is quite rare because it the version commonly referred to asbrec8upe
after its 3chrome bar horizontal grille. There were only a small number of these
cars made anwere superseded by the Simca 9 Coupe at the end of 1952.

This model fits in between the original Simca 8 1950 / 51 versions which had a
different grill treatment and the new monocoque design Type 9 coupe released |
the latter part of 1952. This later csold in France alongside the newly released
Aronde of the day. The Simca 8 is different in that it has a separate chassis.

My car has an aluminium body with a steel bonnet, boot lid, roof, and doors. This
model is normally powered by the 1221 cc Simcairegvhich was also found in

the earlier Simca 8 sedan and the Aronde up until 1955. My car however is
currently fitted with a later Flash Special engine with twin solex carburettors which
provide the little Simca with around 62 bhp. It also has a very gqottenn gear

shift, leather seats and trim and Jaeger gauges including a Tacho. It also has sp
off stainless steel full wheel trims and recessed alloy door handles.

The bumpers and headlight surrounds are all stainless steel. | do have the origing
engire which would require work however | will leave it with the Flash Special
engine for now as it has had a completbuigd

This Simca has many design features in common with the other exotic
thoroughbred cars of the dlaySiata and Riat a s
1100 sport coupes of the era. It was designed by the Italian design team of Farina
the forerunner of Pinninfarina and built by Facel in France. Quality and attention to
detail was paramount and this was reflected in the relativelynekme purchase
price for the car.

| have at this stage undertaken only minor restoration work as the car is generall
in quite good original condition. | will only need to carry out some internal re
carpeting to the rear section of the cabin and new pairk to complete the major
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work required. The rubber floor mats are in very good order and the dark blue
leather seats and door trims are in very nice condition also.

All the mechanical work is complete including renovation of the alloy brake
drums, overhaled engine, cleaning of the fuel tank, overhauled gearbox, radiator,
and new white wall tyres. It has excellent glasswork and staistesEbumpers. It
can be really classed as a time warp car.

Probably the only thing that lets it down is the faded tpaiowever this is
something that | am still deliberating about. The original colour is alxhaiel grey
colour reminiscent of what | call Air Force blue. | would like to eventually
computer match the colour and have it painted in enamel to match the period.

These cars had some notable success in trials and rallies of the day including
second in the Monte Carlo rally. It is really a very rare car which is becoming quite
collectable in Europe.

My aim with the car is to take it to a high standard of preservdtowever still
retain the current state of originality as much as possible therefore my hesitancy i
re-painting it.

Some Car This Simca
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Photos and captions by the inimitable David Reeves
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WESTERNWHISPERS T f gTgX eXceXf Xag
By John Pickles

WESTERN WHISPERS WA State Representatives RépBit JohnPickles

| CAET OEA O#/6)%0 1 OOAOAAE EAAAI ET AP
just relaxed for better or for worse the border rules and restrictions, a
month ago we had 9 new cases on one day and already we have over 3,000
in the one day and rising. Withall the strict rules of people numbers and
distancing most of the larger car events have been cancelled or deferred. As
we have no Simca related activities to report | will introduce an early
attempt by the Chinese car manufacturer FAW (Dongfeng) to prodeca
large car for use of upper officials of Government. It is believed only 30
were built and only two remain. DONG FENG GOLDEN DRAGON History of
development The Dongfeng CA71 was developed by FAW in Changchun
(Manchuria). FAW was founded in 1953 with techical and financial
support from the Soviet Union. It primarily produced commercial vehicles,
especially heavy trucks based on the Soviet model. In 1958 China launched
the Great Leap Forward Campaign, which was aimed at catching up with
the Western industralized countries.[2] From 1958, several Chinese plants,
including FAW began to design passenger cars for civilian use.[3] The
Dongfeng CA71 was used for a number of propaganda campaigns and some
included Mao Zedong. About 30 Dongfeng CA71s were produc&écause
the CA71 was small, the Honggi CA72 was the preferred state limousines.
Middle officials tended to use the smaller Fenghuang (Shanghai SH760).
Design The Dongfeng CA71 was modeled on two foreign vehicles. The
chassis is stylistically similar to theMercedesBenz W120 as was its 1.9 litre
fourcylinder in-line engine. The body was based on the French Simca
Vedette, although its actual shape is closer to the similar sized Ford Zephyr
Mk2 of the same era. This was possibly due to Ford's relationship with
Simca at the time. Chinese detailing included a golden dragon motif on the
bonnet grill, and elements of a Chinese lantern design on the taillights, like
the Hongqgi CA72. The engine is stated to have produced 70 hp (52 kW)
while the top speed was 130 km/h (81 mph). FAW's Deputy Design
Director, Shi Qihe, and Chief Engineer, Hu Tongxun directed the project.
Production The first prototype of the Dongfeng CA71 was completed on 12
May 1958. Various test drives followed in the summer. Several more copies
were built in 1958. The car was hand made with the sheet metal being
hand-braided. Only two examples are known to still exist. One is kept at the
Hongqi Factory Museum in Changchun and the other in the Beijing Classic
Car Museum.
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M ChinaCarHjstory.com
2 o

e this f amouwherelFAW &ngipebre dreoshowing the Dongfeng
CA71 to Mao for the first time,

A period photo of the car that was shown to Mao. The decision to task FAW
with building the Dongfeng CA71 was made in April 1956, by a meeting of the
Polit Bureau of the StandgnCommittee, chaired by Mao himself.

Design-wise it was loosely based on the firstgeneration Simca Vedette,
which was made from 1954 until 1958. At least one Vedette was shipped
to China to serve as an example.

The 2.0 (1930cc) liter four-cylinder engine was based on the design of
the 1955 MercedesBenz M121. In the CA71 it developed 70 horses, which
was good for a 128 km/h top speed. It was thirsty though, drinking 9.5
liter of petrol per 100 kilometers.

Powertrain

Engine 1.9LM121
14

_ 3 speed
Transmiss  manual

ion

Dimensions

Wheelbase 2,700 mm
(110 in)

Length 4,560 mm
(180 in)

Width 1,755 mm
(69.1in)

Height 1,530 mm
(60 in)

Some Car This Simca




SWALLOW TALES Number 1 March 20z

Now to compare the 1956
Vedette which came with a V8 or
the 4 cylinder engine.
Powertrain
Engine 1.3 LFlashl4
(1957 - 1963)
2.4 LAquillon
V8(1958-
1961)
Transmission 4-speed
manual.
Synchromesh
ontop 3
ratios[1]
Dimensions
Wheelbase 2,690 mm
(105.9 in)[1]
Length 4,500 mm
(177.2 in)[1]
Width 1,750 mm
(68.9in)[1]
Height 1,480

Time has come in life where | have to face reality that | need to cull
back the large collection of motor parts, models, books and
memorabilia collected over the past seventy years. Among the
treasures are approximately 75 Simca models of 1:43 scale ranging
from the first Simca built to the last Simca Matra and all inbetween,
many of which are now out of production.

Prices asked will be less than market value and now with the high
overseas postage rates its time to buy in Australia.

Some Car This Simca
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MATRA RANCHO

Also | have anumber of Simca workshop manuals which are offered
free to club members or $10 each to non -members: -
Simca Aronde P60 zChrysler Australia

Simca 1300/1301, 1500/1501 - Autopress

Simca 1100 z 1204 z Autopress

Simca Aronde 1200/1300 (red) Scientific

Simca Aronde flash (blue) Scientific

Simca 1100 z Haynes

Simca 1000 z Haynes

Aimca 1100 z Intereurope

Simca Horizon z Autodata

Simca Aronde 90A z Factory

O+AAD OET OA 3EIi AA xEAAT O OOO1 ET Co
For any enquiry contact John on 089535502 3 or emalil
jpickles3@b igpond.
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Found this very interesting advertisement for the Simca dealer in
Lakemba which appeared in the February 1960 edtition of the
O! OOOOAT EAT -1T01 O -ACAUET Ads #EARAE

Good things begin to happen
when you drive your new
Chrysler-Simca Aronde

Never has a new car been such a rewarding

I . . .
investment in pleasure, comfort and safety,
There ot noi'hlng as it is today, particularly if you choose

like a SIMCA.
new car to bring families and friends together

THE NEW CHRYSLER-SIMCA ARONDE

gives you advanced construction of a modern motor car against the Standard of
cars built 23 years ago. And the motor is where it belongs: in Front, giving SIMCA
that superior Road-Holding and Stability which is so important for your safety.

Backed by Chrysler- Australia Lid.

8,000 Miles Warranty. 24,000 Miles Service Book. AND A SAVING OF OVER £100
on your final Purchase Price IF YOU BUY YOUR CAR FROM

BLUE POINT MOTORS PTY. LTD.

SYDNEY’S FOREMOST SIMCA DEALER

There are more than one reasons why this progressive and experienced Firm is

selling more Simea’s than any dealer in N.S.W.

1. You can choose from our stock your favourite colour. Maroco Beige, Sunshine
Yellow, Pearl White, Pearl Grey, Acquamarine, Catalina Blue and Black.

. The Best After-Sales Service. Specially equipped workshop.

. Large Spare Parts Department and Accessories.

. The most flexible and cheapest Finance over 5 years with N.R.M.A. Insurance
and Sickness, Accident Benefits.

. PROPERTY OWNERS are given the unique opportunity to purchase a Brand New
Simca for as little as £35 Deposit as the only cash outlay and £3/16/- weekly.

BLUE POINT MOTORS PTY. LTD.
UL 4695 962-964 CANTERBURY ROAD, LAKEMBA. UL 4200

February 1, 1960—Australian Motor Manual
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Two Low Priced Family Saloons Compared
Simca ARONDE v Vauxhall VICTOR

— by Lance Lowe

THOUGH selling at similar prices and appealing generally to
the family man the two cars differ entirely in design and

performance characteristics.

The Simca Aronde Deluxe is
smaller, works its engine harder
and gives a sporty performance.
It has many extras included as
standard equipment.

On the other hand the Vauxhall
Victor, whilst no sluggard, is
more docile—it accelerates from
0-50 in 16.5 sec. compared with
the Aronde’s 13.5 sec.—and feat-
ures panoramic vision, spacious-
ness and simplicity of driving.

Thus it is necessary when com-
paring these two saloons to vary
the yardstick to suit the motoring
concept for which each one has
been designed.

Stylewise the Vietor with its
wrap-around windsereen and rear
window is the more modern of
the two and its six passenger
body will hold appeal for larger
families. The Victor uses a mix-
ture of chrome and stainless steel
for the exterior bright parts
whilst the Aronde has polished
aluminium alloy and chrome.

The Aronde’s body is a 4/5
passenger unit with the accent

Above is the Simca Aronde, the in-
terior of the car is shown at right.

on deluxe fitments such as heat-
ing and demisting, reclining and
camping seats, anti-glare rear
vision mirror, windsereen washers
and “Magic Safety Circle” wind-
screen, a section of which re-
mains clear in the event of break-
age.

Interior trim of the two cars
is about on a par for quality

Australian Motor Manual—February 1,

and usefulness though the high
roll on the leading edge of the
rear cushion in the Aronde helps
to position the occupants.

Neither car has an ideal glove-
box though the Victor’s can claim
plenty of depth. Driving instru-
ments and controls are well posi-
tioned on both cars but the ap-
pearance of the Victor’s facia
is superior. However the Aronde’s
speedo has a trip mileage indica-
tor and the Victor’s has not.

Some Car This Simca




SWALLOW TALES March 20z

Simca and vauxhall
Compared

The power units are opposites.

In the Victor a larger oversquare

engine which develops its maxi-

mum torque and horsepower at

lower revolutions drives smaller

rear wheels through a three-speed

gearbox and a higher geared final

drive. A higher compression

ratio is employed to gain maxi-

mum benefit from present-day

fuels. This arrangement pro-

duces comfortable cruising cap-

abilities around 60 m.p.h.,, a low

minimum speed in top, and good

top-gear acceleration in the

middle speed range to 50 m.p.h.

On the contrary, the Aronde

formula is a higher revving motor

driving through four gears to

bigger wheels. The lower maxi-

mums of developed power are

: further up the rev range but are

Lines of the Victor (top of page) are more modern than those used to full benefit by the closer
the Aronde. The dash of the Victor is illustrated below. and more numerous gear ratios.
3 Higher speeds and a more sporty
performance are thus available to
enthusiastic drivers and the lower
compression ratio permits these
without over-stressing the engine.

Changing gears in the Victor
was a delight at all times; the
synchromesh could not be beaten
and the lever movement was quite
definite but light. Nevertheless
I would prefer a rounded end on
the gear knob. The Aronde’s
synchromesh also works well but
the change is not as easy to
manipulate.

Again in the steering 1 fav-
oured the Victor. I found the
re-circulating ball mechanism ex-
ceptionally light yet positive and
free of the rather strong self-
centreing action sometimes asso-
ciated with this type. The Aronde
by contrast had the advantage of
directness for sporty man-
oeuvring.

Brakes were efficient on both
cars and in the Viector required
extremely light pedal pressures.
No fade was experienced but the
smell of scorched linings could be
detected in the Victor at the
end of the brake test. The
Aronde has nearly 50 per cent.
more lining area and can easily
cope with the extra braking re-
quirements of its higher spe«d
and faster acceleration.

Considering the softer ride on
5 . reasonably smooth sealed surfaces
Latest version of the Aronde to supplement the Simca range is the Victor cornered exceptionally

expected here soon. well and showed no vices under

20 $ February 1, 1960—Australian Motor Manual
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these conditions. It also gave a
comfortable ride on rough roads
but as is characteristic of some
other cars its back-end tended to
kick out sharply on rutted corn-
ers. The Aronde was more at
home in the rough or on loose
surfaces and is astonishingly easy
to direct irrespective of speed.
It should be well-suited to country
use as the front end components
appear reasonably rugged.

On test neither car admitted
dust to the luggage boot or pas-
senger compartment, The amount
of boot space is similar but by
virtue of placing the spare wheel
in a well below floor level and
covering it with a rubber mat,
the Aronde can accommodate
more luggage.

Petrol economy differs only in
relation to driving manner and
the driving range in both in-
stances is below the 350 mile
minimum which I feel is neces-
sary for Australian conditions.

Broadly the Aronde impresses
as a car for the man in a hurry
who actually wants to know he
is driving whilst the Vietor would
be more likely to satisfy the
less hurried driver who doesn’t
want to be bothered with gear-
changing and the like.

Specifications and Performance

CAR ARONDE

Engine size ... . o ..1,290 c.c.
No. of Cylinders ... ..4

Bore and Stroke ..
Compression Ratio ...
Valve Gear
Maximum b.h.p. ..
Maximum torque
Forward Gears ..
Synchromesh on ..
STLBBLTIG  semns eeer' ot atomm
Turning Circle ... ... .32 feet

6.8:1
0.H.V,

Suspension: Front ... ..Independent coil
RORT . Semi-elliptic leaf

Brake drum diameter
Brake lining area ..
Tyre Simeiie T .. 5
Wheelbase ... .. we o
Overall Length ... ... ..
Overall Height ... 5
Overall Width
Weight ... ..
Ground Clearan
Track: Front _

Rear ... ..

Petrol Tank Capéci;; -.8.75 gallons

Average Consumption .31 m.p.g.
Driving Range ... ... ..270 miles
Maximum Speeds—
) E i s o SR
m.p.h.

. . m.p.h.
4th .. i e s m.p.h,

Acceleration—
-0 SHie - Gwits  esees e oo
30-50 (top gear) ... ...12.
Price (ine. sales tax) ..

wai4 mm. x 75 mm.,
6 .

48 at 4,500 r.p.m. 4,200 r.p.m.
65 lb./ft. at 2,800 r.p.m. 24 1b./ft. at 2,400 r.p.m.

4

..2nd, 8rd 4th

-.Worm and 2-tooth rolle: [Recirculating ball
4 feet

m.p.h.

VICTOR

1,507 c.c.

4

79 mm, x 76 mm.
7.8:1

0.H.V,
54 at

All

Independent coil
Semi-elliptic leaf

£875

PLUS TAX

Britain’s top export car, Vaux-
hall Victor offers more than
graceful lines and smooth
handling . . . it’s a tiger for
punishment! One Vauxhall
Victor did 7,218 miles in 10
days of day and night motor-
ing over frightful roads in a
coast-to-coast trip across dark-
est Africa, first establishing—
and then breaking its own
record for the trip!

Another Victor criss-crossed
the continent at maximum
speeds, travelling 400-500 miles
a day for three weeks, a total
of 9,437 miles, a third of it

SMOOTH FAMILY CAR
DISPLAYS TERRIFIC
STAMINA

Transcontinental Trips! 7,218 miles in 10 days!

A year’s motoring in three weeks.

over dirt roads! Only trouble
experienced was a broken fan
belt . . . and petrol consump-
tion averaged 34.17 m.p.g.!
A brilliant example of Vaux-
hall Victor performance.
Yet another Victor, owned by
Goodyear Tyres, was driven no
less than 176,000 miles in 14
months of gruelling tyre tests
—with a full load equivalent
to six adults . . . and earned
the praise of the press for its
remarkable condition.

When you drive Vauxhall
Victor from Cheney’s you
drive a proved car from Vaux-

176,000 miles in 14 months!

hall specialists backed by years
of stirling service to Vaux-
halls ’Phone today and let
Cheney’s prove Vauxhall Vie-
tor’s outstanding features to
you!

CHENEY'S

22 FLINDERS STREET,
MELBOURNE. MF 4131

15-23 LANGHORNE ST.,
DANDENONG. 755

Australian Motor Manual—February 1, 1960
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VICTORIAN TASMANIA REPRESENTATIVES REPAORT
by Andy Woodson

Hi From Victoria.

Things are beginning to slowly get back to some type of normality in Vic.
However, there are still some confusing rules about face masks and QR
codes etc. At many venues, and even footy games, people need to show
some form of vx id and check in. What happened to freedom? Oh well, at
last, after all the criteria was passed, we were permitted to enter the
Swanpool car show and swap meet, which turned out to be a good event.
I've included a few pics. Unfortunately, Yarra Glen swapas on the same
day, and therefore had to be missed. It's normally also a great swap
couple of weeks earlier, a 1907 Renault was spotted parked in the main St
of Benalla. It came from Nsw (on a trailer), but was then driven around our
local district. If any members are ever travelling in North East Vic, the art
work on the silos are worth checking out. I'll include some pics of the St
James silos painted by local artist Tim BowtellThey are of G J Coles and his
vehicle. St James is where he began Hisisinessempire.  With Easter
approaching, there are a couple of good local events coming up, hopefully.
Echuca, Lancefield and Broadford are usually on at that time of year, and
the return would be most welcome. Hope all the Simca gang around the
country and in NZ are surviving these wierd times, and till we catch up
again. All the best, from The World's longest lockdown staté/ictoria.

Andy Woodson. -
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fbhg[ ThfgeT \T eXce X{bXrompibigphy

Greetings from S.A.

The weather is changing and hopefully cooler days are on the
way. | have had the brown SimcaP60 sedan on the hoist and
honed the brake cylinders and fixed the brake problem.
Considering | did this job 20 years ago the brakes have lasted
fairly well and now have to do some rubbing down and patching
up of paintwork.) EAOA OADPI AAAA OEA xAOAO
wagon but still it loses water so nextstep is head replacement,
OOOPAAOEI ¢ A AOAAE ET OEA AggAC
developed a split in the front seat vinyl so will need to probably
replace full front seat. Luckily Ina is a capablseamstress and has
the ability to repair vinyl or leather seats.| have plenty to keep
me busy and we were lucky enough to be visited by Skip a few
weeks ago. He had business in Melbourne and then Ballarat so
came on to S.A. and stayed with us for nearly a week. We were
happy to show him the sights of York Pensula and revisit some
places Morrie visited some years agd.ast weekend Mel was out
in the Vedette down to Tumby Bay, just over 200km from Whyalla
towards Pt. Lincoln. He is certainly not afraid tdake his car on a
long run. Coming up for us are three eents to attend over the
next couple of weeksEnough from me
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NEW SOUTH WALESR X c e X f X a gREBORR Y /drie Barrerr

New South Wales Report

Hi all | trust that all members are safe and holding up ok as the virus issues
continue, | hae contributed an article on the Peugeot Rerun in 2006Geoff Rose
and two of his brothers, Margaret and | took part in what was originally named the
Ampol Rerun, later changed to the Peugeot Rerun.

Geoff Rose purchased his current P 60 for $80.00 in Victedonditioned all the
mechanicals and re sprayed the car and his number in the event was 27

My P 60 wagon now known as (Alice) was purchased for $200.00 and restored
from the ground up and was numbered car 25, trust you enjoy the article.

Peugeot Round Aust;'alia Trial Rerun - 50th Anniverrsarryr o

Richad Laney has decided to sell his part restored Vedette that he has put a lot o
time not to mention money in to get it this stage, lan Powell is the new owner and
has added it to his other projects.special get well to our web master Lorraine
Laney who ha undergone a hip replacement.

Additional key rings are now available at $5.00 each. If you require some please
phone or Email me.

AEOI OO0 AT i1 AT O8 ) EAOA AEAT CAA |
good, help mummy and not think naughty things abouttheC EOI 1T A@O AT
01 O0O0OAU OEAO OT AT A )AT AT A AOT OEA A
so they can restore their Vedette, Matra and Rancho. A tattslotto win

xT 01 A EAI D AO xAlT1 A6 j)6i AT EAET Oh Al
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