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SIMCA CAR CLUB AUSTRALIA Inc 
Dedicated to the preservation and restoration of SIMCA cars for the purpose of maintaining the Simca 
marque as part of the motoring history of Australia.  
 

The Club was formed to provide technical information and spare parts assistance to Simca club 
members. 
 

The Club has an affiliation with Simca owners and clubs throughout the world, permitting a global 
update of Simca activities to our members.  

 

The Club maintains a register of Simca owners through our specialist Registrar for both Simca and 
Simca Vedette. 
 

The views or opinions offered by members in this newsletter – Swallow Tales may not necessarily 
represent the views or opinions of the Committee of Management. 
 

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT (as elected at the 2021 AGM) 
 

 

President: 

 

 

Rob Stapley   Mobile: 0414 780 395 

12 Pioneer Ave 

LOBETHAL  SA  5241 Email:  inastapley123@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary/Treasurer: 

 

Doug Murphy Ph: (07) 3207 2457 Mobile 0402845925 

PO Box 2151 

Wellington Pt QLD 4160  Email doug@realres.com.au 

Editor: Iain and Leila Dyer Ph: (03) 63442601 Mobile: 0419353075 
121 Penquite Road 

Newstead Tas 7250  Email: sales@autocourt.com.au 
 

Public Officer: Ian Powell  Mobile: 0438913541 
Email: 76matra@gmail.com  

 

State Representatives:  

 

 NEW SOUTH WALES 

 

Morrie Barrett  Mobile: 0429495003 

Email: morriebarrett@optusnet.com.au  

 

 QUEENSLAND Luke Huntly Ph: (07) 46223361 Mobile: 0439830117 

Email: beitz@hwy54.com.au 

  

 SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

 

 
Rob & Ina Stapley Ph: (08) 8389 6176 

Email: inastapley123@hotmail.com 
 

 VICTORIA / TASMANIA 

 

Andrew Woodson 

Email: andyz52@hotmail.com  

 WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

 & Life Member 

 

John Pickles Ph: (08) 9535 5023 

Email: jpickles3@bigpond.com 
 

 NEW ZEALAND 
 

Gerard Crombie 

Email: westquay@xtra.co.nz  
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK – by Iain Dyer 

 
Greetings all, 
 
Since our last edition we are now facing the most challenging times since 
Cold War days.  We have a lunatic taking us back to 1939, causing untold 
suffering and bringing us closer to Nuclear war.  In Australia we have 
catastrophic destruction in the eastern states, such as I have never seen.  
Growing up in Sydney, it was a regular event to see Windsor and Richmond 
affected by flooding.  However, never to this extent, with loss of life across 
the eastern states.  On top of this we have a Federal election about to 
happen, with all the vitriol and grandstanding to go with it.  Thank heavens 
we have Clive Palmer waiting in the wings to save us all!  Australia’s 
equivalent to Donald Trump.  Heaven help us all.  I fully understand this is 
not a political platform, but never has there been such a time, when we 
have needed to dig deep and look after each other.  On top of that I haven’t 
mentioned Covid.  We are all used to the Covid dance, if you understand the 
rules.  Pardon the short break, I am ducking down to the shed to see if I can 
find a piece of rope to string up. 
 
Back again, couldn’t find any.  It did remind me though, the shed is still a 
pigsty.  I must admit, in light of what is going on, I am finding it hard to be 
overly enthusiastic about classic cars.  On this note, the proposed Dubbo 
Rally in May has been cancelled.  In discussion with all Committee 
members, it was decided to postpone it until later in the year, possibly 
October.  It was unanimously agreed upon, the two venues are excellent 
and would remain the locations of choice.  There is no reason for members 
who would like to get together in May, should not do so.  David Reeves, take 
your camera and fast writing pen.  OK, please!   
 
On a positive note, all the nasty things I have been saying about Wayne Yeo, 
I will have to retract.  The Wayne Yeo performance package is fantastic.  In 
my case, taking a late series Rush 5 bearing engine, over boring 60 thou, 
and fitting N.O.S. Repco sports pistons and fully balancing.  As with the 
original Oxenford conversion, most of the horse power is in the head and 
exhaust.  We took a 110 thou off the head and opened up the inlet ports 
3ml.  I match ported them to the fabricated manifold, to take the twin choke 
Weber.  The original manifold is cut back to two outlets, with the centre 
outlet fabricated out of inch and seven eighth tube. The whole lot is then 
fed into a 2” system with a straight through sports muffler.  It does make 
adjusting the clutch a delicate operation.  Add a 32/36 dual throat Weber, 
suitably jetted and fabricate a linkage, another delicate operation.  
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Upon firing it up, it produced 
this deep bark, sort of like a 
Rottweiler warming up its 
vocal cords.  It scares the 
bejabbers out of Morris 
Minors I can tell you.  The 
throttle linkage was a bit of a 
challenge, at full throttle we 
are not getting all the second 
throat.  I have decided to leave 
the throttle as is, as it is 
perfectly adequate for my 
purpose.  Around town the car 
is as smooth as glass, dawdling 
along in top, whilst smoothly 
grabbing a lower gear when 
needed.  On long pulls on the 
highway, it just hunkers down 
and pulls like a train, leaving 
all your Asian boring boxes 
bewildered.  Speaking of 
which, in town we have an 

overpass with a decent size tunnel.  I recently was about to enter the 
tunnel, when up ahead I spotted Mr and Mrs nice in their Kia hatch.  Silver 
of course.  I flicked to the right hand lane, accelerated until I was beside 
them, snicked third and gave it a gut full.  The Simca gave out a bellow like 
afore mentioned Rottweiler, jumping a barbed wire fence and getting it’s 
dangly bits caught.  It certainly took Mr and Mrs Nice’s mind off the leftish 
ABC rubbish, spewing out of their radio. 
 
I hear you ask, “Shouldn’t you be more 
grown up at your age?”  Of course I should.  
Mum’s always said, “Son you will never 
grow up” and as we know Mums are always 
right.  I have a rather outrageous bonnet I 
had done years ago when I intended to race 
it.  The car is about to go the body shop to 
have all the paint touched up, so the bonnet 
will be painted at that time.  It has twin sets 
of louvres and I am going to paint the front 
half in French tri colours.  My mate Geoff, 
who helps with the spanners, claims he will 
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vomit.  Quite happy to hand him a bucket.   Add a feux Abarth alloy rocker 
cover and Monte Carlo here we come.   At car shows now, people have no 
idea what sort of car it is, so when it is finished, it should even be more of a 
mystery. 
 
 

 
 
 
On a serious note some club members, including myself have been facing 
ongoing serious health issues.  Many thanks for all the kindness expressed 
to us all.  The genuine warmth and friendship extended to each other 
through the club, is a thing to be treasured. 
 
Kindest regards to all 
 
Iain and Leila 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT - by Rob Stapley 
 

To All 
It is with great sadness that I pass on the news of the death of 
Fred Schodde. Fred was a member of the Kapunda Chapter for 
about 20 years. For about 10 of those years, he owned a pretty 
and very clean Simca P60 wagon of which he was very proud, 
and coincidentally about 4 months ago came onto the market, 
about 10 years after Fred sold it, and I was able to buy it back 
to pair with my blue wagon of which you might be familiar. Fred 
was a valued member of NARC and a regular attendee at 
meetings and outings. He was not afraid to say what he thought 
and didn’t necessarily agree for the sake of agreeing. Fred 
distilled his own whisky and many times he would be dispersing 
whisky and lemonade to anyone willing to partake, no matter 
the time of day. After selling the Simca he bought a lovely 
Austin A95, now owned by John Birrell and I think John thinks it 
is a lovely car, which was well maintained by Fred. Fred and 
Marlene and Ina and I attended many Simca rallies and Austins 
over Australia Rallies where we travelled together and shared 
accommodation. Rallies included Tenterfield, and Launceston 
and many places in-between at least one a year. When he sold 
his Hillman Hunter a year or two ago, he stopped attending 
NARC meetings and slowed down a bit although he still drove 
and enjoyed bingo and playing the pokies at the Willaston pub. 
His passing was sudden and a shock to Ina and me and he will 
be sorely missed. So, Fred is dead and many Simca members 
will remember him from the many rallies he attended. I 
remember the Tenterfield rally where he packed half a dozen 
bottles of home distilled whisky to share with  
anyone willing to partake, bit wary of Morrie who is a former 
police officer and unsure of his approval. Off course there is 
nothing unlawful distilling your own spirits. Fred was fussy 
about his car and was always tinkering to improve performance 
or correct imperfections. He could dismantle and repair the auto 
cancelling of the indicator switch, I wonder how many club cars 
this works on today. Fred was born at Sea Lake in Victoria and 
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was one of 12 siblings. He did his apprenticeship at the 
munitions factory in Bendigo and eventually moved with his 
wife and family to Whyalla where he worked as a draughtsman 
for BHP. He had success as a trainer of trotters and eventually 
moved to Kapunda in S.A. He was a mate of Stan Andre who 
introduced Fred to Simca’s and he bought a P60 sedan which 
he drove to the Dubbo rally. He then bought Richard Gibson's 
wagon which I now own. He lived a full and busy life and was 
the life of the party, many stories to tell of his childhood and 
growing up years, although recently not a member of our great 
little club many will remember him with affection. 
Regards Robert. 
 

 
Hi All. It is with sadness that I report the passing of Fred 
Schodde who for years was a valued and respected member of 
the Simca Car Club of Australia. We regret his passing but 
have many happy memories. I hope you are all well and 
battling on, though many are not enjoying the best of health. 
The covid virus won't go away and once again casts doubt on 
the future of our rally. Many people are immune compromised 
and therefor wary of travelling and mixing in public places. The 
risk is too great at this stage and the warnings of doctors and 
healthcare workers have to be heeded. Take care and stay 
safe Regards Rob Stapley 

 
Further content on Fred Schodde.  By Iain and Leila Dyer  
 
Fred Schodde was 93 when he passed away.  He was a tough old dude, of 
German ancestry.  We were fortunate over the years to spend time with 
him.  I remember getting a bite out of him with, “Your lot didn’t do so well 
at war games last century Fred.”  The score was 2 nil, our way. 
 
We first met him at the first Simca rally we attended, at Mildura.  We 
arrived on the first day late and everyone was sitting down having dinner.  
We approached a packed long bench seat and said, “Hi all, we’re the new 
members from Tassie”.  A bit awkward!  Rob and Ina saved the day and got 
everyone to shove up and got Leila and I some BBQ tea.  Fred was two up 
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and seeing us with a cheap bottle of wine, asked if we would like something 
decent to drink.  He was a cheeky buggar.  Turns out it was his home 
brewed whisky.  I have never been into spirits, but it was the nectar of the 
Gods.  I have sampled it many times since, usually shamelessly depleting 
Rob Stapley’s stocks.  He came over to Tas as Rob has said, in his Austin 
A95 with the Austin club.  It was a lovely car and I tried to nick it off him, he 
was too smart for me.  He was up to my tricks as, “A miserable car 
salesman,” he used to call me.  He came with his partner Marlene, Rob and 
Ina and John from the Mildura car club to our place for tea. See photo. 

 
 

R- L John from the Mildura car club, Rob, Ina, charming Japanese student, 
Marlene and the great man himself.  The table looks a bit bare as it’s after 
dinner, but we did put on one of Leila’s delicious roast dinners. 
 
When Rob and Ina Stapley were coming over for our Tasmanian rally, Fred 
wanted to come.  It was decided it was a bit much for him.  He gave Rob a 
bottle of his whisky to bring over for that “Miserable car salesman.”  He 
wouldn’t do that unless you were his friend.  What a privilege! 
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The bottle he put it in reads, “Gentleman Jack.”  (See photo, sorry Fred the 
plane is a Spitfire, I don’t have a Messerschmitt ME 109, yet.)  As Fred 
would have been quick to point out, the BF 109 was superbly engineered 
with an inverted V12 engine featuring fuel injection, the only aircraft in 
WW11 to perfect it. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
His label should read, “Gentleman Fred,” because he was just that. 
 
Iain and Leila Dyer. 
 
P.S.  Seeing as there is not going to be anymore, I am going to hide it when 
Rob and Ina come to tea next time. 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT - by  Doug Murphy 

 
Attached is the Financial Statement to 24.03.22 and the Membership 
payments list as of 24.03.22.  I have highlighted those that have advised of 
address/detail changes, would you please check your mailing lists. 
Andrew Spitteler & Karen Smith are new members.  We have received their 
membership form, but as yet, have not received membership payment. 
  
Treasurer’s Report – From a financial point of view, the Club is in a 
healthy position. Covid means we cant do much to spend the money, Morrie 
has been organising key rings for members.  Total Income 1st July 2021- 
24th March 2022 is $1790.00 and total Expenditure $749.18 leaving a 
balance of $7639.79. 
  
Membership Report – Overall membership is steady at about 53, 
including the three Life Memberships (Nancy Hodge, John and Evelyn 
Pickles, Colin and Lucy Smith), the Club has 53 members. There is one new 
Membership – Welcome Andrew Spitteler & Karen Smith from USA, Alan 
Gascoyne has decided not to renew, au revoir Alan. 14 Members are yet to 
renew for 2022. 
 At the first opportunity, I would like to nominate Morrie and Margaret 
Barrett as Life Members. Morrie and Margaret are quietly active, in the 
background, continuously doing things for the Club and providing 
cohesion. 
 Secretary’s Report: The proposed Dubbo meet has been postponed; key 
Club office bearers and members, who are the principal organisers, are not 
able to participate.   
Anyone looking for a restorable Vedette? Kevin and colleen Lill have a 
restorable Vedette and spare parts available for sale. This is a barn find, 
parked since 1979. Located in Murray SA. 
Andrew Cavanagh has an old Simca NSW badge or sale. 
Jean Francois Cotta is looking for photos of a Versaille on a race track in 
Aus or NZ. 
  
We are increasingly coordinating our activities- Lorraine with the web 
page, David with the Facebook admin, Ian and Leila with the Newsletter. So 
the message is getting out there. You are encouraged to have a periodic 
look at the web site and Face book page.  
  
  
Regards 
Doug 
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QUEENSLAND REPORT - by Luke Huntly 

Hi Everyone, 

We hope you have all had a good new year so far. COVID finally hit the Roma 

community in early January after the borders opened just before Christmas. It was 

quite an anxious period waiting to hear of the first cases but now we are used to 

living with it just like others have had to over the past couple of years. 

The first local run for the Huntly’s was in February to ‘The Rocks’ found on one of 

the back roads close to Roma. Just a pile of rocks really but an excuse to get the 

Simca out for a drive and enjoy the company of other motor enthusiasts. We 

finished the short drive at the Railway Dam for morning tea. A nice little oasis for 

a cuppa and a chat. 

The March run was to Meandarra for a tour of the ANZAC memorial museum. 

Meandarra is 167 km’s south east from Roma so we tossed up which car to take, 

the Simca, MG or the Pajero. Silly us took the MG and sweltered in the heat but I 

guess that’s what it’s all about, a good excuse to stop in Surat for an ice cream on 

the way home. The museum is very impressive for a small town, a population of 

262. Leo got to ride in the ‘Green Machine’ (1976 Falcon) with Grandma and 

Grandad. The lady at the museum had to take a photo of us in front of the MG as 

she couldn’t believe how we fitted into it, seeing us arrive and unfolding ourselves 

out of it. 

Luke caught up with David recently in Biloela when he was there for work. 

Unfortunately he didn’t get to inspect the car at Calliope with David, as he was due 

to come home the night 

before David had 

organised to travel over 

and have a look. 

Looking forward to 

helping David rescue 

parts. 

Thanks to David and 

Kerry for their articles 

as part of the 

Queensland Report. 

Kind Regards, 

Luke and Michelle 

Huntly 
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Words from Alice… 

Greetings all! 

I must say that Alice has been pretty quiet the past several months, and has 
not been able to participate in much. However, she still gets out and about 
around the streets of Biloela, and does so to the extent that she has been 
seen by one of the Year 12 students from the High School who would like to 
be transported (in great style, I might add) to her Senior Formal! When 
speaking with her father, he wanted to know about the car, and when he 
learned of her French heritage, he was thrilled, as his daughter is quite the 
Francophile. How appropriate for her to be driven to the Biloela SHS Senior 
Formal in an Aussie-French carriage! 

This is coming up on the 25th March – two weeks from writing this article, 
so if I don’t manage to get a picture in time for this edition of Swallow 
Tales, you will certainly see how glamorous she will look in the next one… 
something to look forward to, I am sure! 

Other things that have been keeping Alice a little occupied include a trip to 
Dave’s Panel Works in September last year. I don’t think that I wrote about 
this, to any great extent anyway, in previous issues. You might be thinking 
that perhaps I am moonlighting in Biloela, doing up cars on the side…. But 
no, Dave is a highly regarded panel-beater/spray-painter in town, and has a 
business that I suspect is known beyond the town limits. He no longer does 
insurance work, and specialises in restorations only (he will do insurance 
work for classic cars). 

Alice had developed a bit of an unusual rust spot in the middle of the front 
driver’s door, and she had a couple of small stress fractures in the side of 
the bonnet, so I thought all that should be addressed. Dave and his crew 
were really good – they matched the paint beautifully, touched up a couple 
of spots as well, and I am thrilled to say that the bonnet opens and closes as 
though she has just been delivered to the showroom! They also attached a 
‘new’ nameplate to the bonnet, as the original one broke on the way to 
Tasmania in 2019 – I suspect my repeated opening of the bonnet and 
accidentally grasping the bottom of the nameplate, rather than the bonnet, 
weakened it and it finally broke. John Smith sent me one, and now she is 
looking ‘simply spiffy’ once more! 

Not quite to do with Alice, but I received a message on the Facebook page 
from a fellow in Calliope (about an hours drive from here, towards 
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Gladstone) saying that they had an old Simca body in the paddock, and 
wondered if anyone would be interested in anything off it. 

I finally got out there a couple of weeks ago, and although she probably 
requires a bit more than a buff and polish, there should be a few good 
useable things. I will say that the steering wheel and column, particularly 
the part that warps and disintegrates in the sun, are in quite reasonable 
condition, which I found surprising, as the body has not exactly been kept 
out of the weather. I am looking forward to having a few spare wheel studs 
(just in case), but I am sure that we will be able to get a bit more than that 
off her! The guys come into Biloela regularly for hay, so they can put her on 
the back of the truck and drop her to my house. Luke and I have discussed 
working together to remove worthwhile ‘bits and pieces’, then taking the 
remainder to the Biloela dump. I think I will find the process of removing 
said ‘bits and pieces’ very educational! 

The other challenge has been the windscreen wipers. They were not 
working prior to the French Car Day (Brisbane, July 2021) and the forecast 
heavy rain for the few days before meant that I was not able to drive her 
down for it. Not to worry, as, like many other events over the last couple of 
years, it was cancelled due to COVID. I found someone to look at them, me 
thinking it might have been the switch, but he stating it was the wiper 
motor. 

I spoke to Morrie, and as a result, popped it in the post, he checked it out, 
said it was fine, and sent it back! I have her booked in to be “reassembled” 
next Wednesday – in time for the Senior Formal on the 25th! 

Last Sunday, I attended the meeting of the Gladstone Vintage and Classic 
Car Club. I googled them, found they had a Facebook page and sent a 
message resulting in my being invited to the meeting. They seem like a 
great bunch of people – not unlike our beautiful SIMCA family. There seem 
to be a few events coming up, so hope to have a lot more adventures to 
report in the next issue! (I only have to attend two events and I am eligible 
to become a member. The meeting counts as one, so I look forward to Alice 
really getting out and about in the next few months! 

I also look forward to seeing everyone, face-to-face once again, when the 
Dubbo rally gets going! 

Cheers! 

David (and Alice) 
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1952 Simca 8 Sport coupe 

Kerry Ryan 

Josephine and I have owned this very rare car since 2007. 

This Simca 8 Sport Coupe is an original California USA delivered vehicle which 

was first registered in the USA in March 1952. 

A small number of these coupes together with the roadster (convertible) version 

were sold in the USA in the early 1950’s. Many were sold to buyers in Los 

Angeles California as they were quite popular with the movie stars and movie 

personnel of the time who were based around Hollywood. 

My car is quite rare because it the version commonly referred to as the 3-bar coupe 

after its 3-chrome bar horizontal grille. There were only a small number of these 

cars made and were superseded by the Simca 9 Coupe at the end of 1952. 

This model fits in between the original Simca 8 1950 / 51 versions which had a 

different grill treatment and the new monocoque design Type 9 coupe released in 

the latter part of 1952. This later car sold in France alongside the newly released 

Aronde of the day. The Simca 8 is different in that it has a separate chassis. 

My car has an aluminium body with a steel bonnet, boot lid, roof, and doors. This 

model is normally powered by the 1221 cc Simca engine which was also found in 

the earlier Simca 8 sedan and the Aronde up until 1955. My car however is 

currently fitted with a later Flash Special engine with twin solex carburettors which 

provide the little Simca with around 62 bhp. It also has a very nice column gear 

shift, leather seats and trim and Jaeger gauges including a Tacho. It also has spin 

off stainless steel full wheel trims and recessed alloy door handles. 

The bumpers and headlight surrounds are all stainless steel. I do have the original 

engine which would require work however I will leave it with the Flash Special 

engine for now as it has had a complete re-build 

This Simca has many design features in common with the other exotic 

thoroughbred cars of the day such as the early Ferrari’s, Cissitalia, Siata and Fiat 

1100 sport coupes of the era. It was designed by the Italian design team of Farina, 

the forerunner of Pinninfarina and built by Facel in France. Quality and attention to 

detail was paramount and this was reflected in the relatively expensive purchase 

price for the car. 

I have at this stage undertaken only minor restoration work as the car is generally 

in quite good original condition. I will only need to carry out some internal re-

carpeting to the rear section of the cabin and new paint work to complete the major 
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work required. The rubber floor mats are in very good order and the dark blue 

leather seats and door trims are in very nice condition also. 

All the mechanical work is complete including renovation of the alloy brake 

drums, overhauled engine, cleaning of the fuel tank, overhauled gearbox, radiator, 

and new white wall tyres. It has excellent glasswork and stainless-steel bumpers. It 

can be really classed as a time warp car. 

Probably the only thing that lets it down is the faded paint however this is 

something that I am still deliberating about. The original colour is a mid-blue grey 

colour reminiscent of what I call Air Force blue. I would like to eventually 

computer match the colour and have it painted in enamel to match the period. 

These cars had some notable success in trials and rallies of the day including a 

second in the Monte Carlo rally. It is really a very rare car which is becoming quite 

collectable in Europe. 

My aim with the car is to take it to a high standard of preservation however still 

retain the current state of originality as much as possible therefore my hesitancy in 

re-painting it. 
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Photos and captions by the inimitable David Reeves 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I reckon a good cut and polish will bring that up nicely!” 
 

 

 

 

“Almost complete,  
good hubcap,  
good tail light.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
        “Potential Rat Rod, 
          If you dare!” 
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WESTERN WHISPERS – WA STATE REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT - 
By John Pickles 
 

WESTERN WHISPERS WA State Representatives Report – By John Pickles  

 

Again the “COVID” outbreak headlines the news and here in WA we have 
just relaxed for better or for worse the border rules and restrictions, a 
month ago we had 9 new cases on one day and already we have over 3,000 
in the one day and rising. With all the strict rules of people numbers and 
distancing most of the larger car events have been cancelled or deferred. As 
we have no Simca related activities to report I will introduce an early 
attempt by the Chinese car manufacturer FAW (Dongfeng) to produce a 
large car for use of upper officials of Government. It is believed only 30 
were built and only two remain. DONG FENG GOLDEN DRAGON History of 
development The Dongfeng CA71 was developed by FAW in Changchun 
(Manchuria). FAW was founded in 1953 with technical and financial 
support from the Soviet Union. It primarily produced commercial vehicles, 
especially heavy trucks based on the Soviet model. In 1958 China launched 
the Great Leap Forward Campaign, which was aimed at catching up with 
the Western industrialized countries.[2] From 1958, several Chinese plants, 
including FAW began to design passenger cars for civilian use.[3] The 
Dongfeng CA71 was used for a number of propaganda campaigns and some 
included Mao Zedong. About 30 Dongfeng CA71s were produced. Because 
the CA71 was small, the Hongqi CA72 was the preferred state limousines. 
Middle officials tended to use the smaller Fenghuang (Shanghai SH760). 
Design The Dongfeng CA71 was modeled on two foreign vehicles. The 
chassis is stylistically similar to the MercedesBenz W120 as was its 1.9 litre 
fourcylinder in-line engine. The body was based on the French Simca 
Vedette, although its actual shape is closer to the similar sized Ford Zephyr 
Mk2 of the same era. This was possibly due to Ford's relationship with 
Simca at the time. Chinese detailing included a golden dragon motif on the 
bonnet grill, and elements of a Chinese lantern design on the taillights, like 
the Hongqi CA72. The engine is stated to have produced 70 hp (52 kW) 
while the top speed was 130 km/h (81 mph). FAW's Deputy Design 
Director, Shi Qihe, and Chief Engineer, Hu Tongxun directed the project. 
Production The first prototype of the Dongfeng CA71 was completed on 12 
May 1958. Various test drives followed in the summer. Several more copies 
were built in 1958. The car was hand made with the sheet metal being 
hand-braided. Only two examples are known to still exist. One is kept at the 
Hongqi Factory Museum in Changchun and the other in the Beijing Classic 
Car Museum. 
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… this famous 1958 photo, where FAW engineers are showing the Dongfeng 

CA71 to Mao for the first time, 
 

A period photo of the car that was shown to Mao. The decision to task FAW 

with building the Dongfeng CA71 was made in April 1956, by a meeting of the 

Polit Bureau of the Standing Committee, chaired by Mao himself. 
 

Design-wise it was loosely based on the first-generation Simca Vedette, 
which was made from 1954 until 1958. At least one Vedette was shipped 
to China to serve as an example.  
The 2.0 (1930cc) liter four-cylinder engine was based on the design of 
the 1955 Mercedes-Benz M121. In the CA71 it developed 70 horses, which 
was good for a 128 km/h top speed. It was thirsty though, drinking 9.5 
liter of petrol per 100 kilometers. 
 

 

                                                  Powertrain 
 

Engine  1.9 L M121 
I4  

 

Transmiss
ion  

3 speed 
manual  

Dimensions  
Wheelbase  2,700 mm 

(110 in)  
Length  4,560 mm 

(180 in)  
Width  1,755 mm 

(69.1 in)  
Height  1,530 mm 

(60 in)  
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------------------------------ ------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Time has come in life where I have to face reality that I need to cull 
back the large collection of motor parts, models, books and 
memorabilia collected over the past seventy years. Among the 
treasures are approximately 75 Simca models of 1:43 scale ranging 
from the first Simca built to the last Simca Matra and all inbetween, 
many of which are now out of production.  
Prices asked will be less than market value and now with the high 
overseas postage rates its time to buy in Australia. 
 

 

Now to compare the 1956 
Vedette which came with a V8 or 
the 4 cylinder engine. 
Powertrain 

Engine 1.3 L Flash I4 
(1957 - 1963) 
2.4 L Aquillon 

V8 (1958 - 
1961) 

Transmission 4-speed 
manual. 

Synchromesh 
on top 3 
ratios[1] 

Dimensions 
Wheelbase 2,690 mm 

(105.9 in)[1] 
Length 4,500 mm 

(177.2 in)[1] 
Width 1,750 mm 

(68.9 in)[1] 
Height 1,480 
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Also I have a number of Simca workshop manuals which are offered 
free to club members or $10 each to non-members:-  
Simca Aronde P60 –Chrysler Australia  
Simca 1300/1301, 1500/1501 - Autopress  
Simca 1100 – 1204 – Autopress  
Simca Aronde 1200/1300 (red) Scientific  
Simca Aronde flash (blue) Scientific  
Simca 1100 – Haynes  
Simca 1000 – Haynes  
Aimca 1100 – Intereurope  
Simca Horizon – Autodata  
Simca Aronde 90A – Factory 
 

 

 

“Keep those Simca wheels turning”  
For any enquiry contact John on 0895355023 or email 
jpickles3@bigpond. 
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Found this very interesting advertisement for the Simca dealer in 
Lakemba which appeared in the February 1960 edtition of the 
“Australian Motor Magazine”. Check out the Simca logo!  
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VICTORIAN/ TASMANIA REPRESENTATIVES REPORT –  
by  Andy Woodson 
 

 

Hi From Victoria.  
Things are beginning to slowly get back to some type of normality in Vic. 
However, there are still some confusing rules about face masks and QR 
codes etc. At many venues, and even footy games, people need to show 
some form of vax id and check in. What happened to freedom? Oh well, at 
last, after all the criteria was passed, we were permitted to enter the 
Swanpool car show and swap meet, which turned out to be a good event. 
I've included a few pics. Unfortunately, Yarra Glen swap was on the same 
day, and therefore had to be missed. It's normally also a great swap.  A 
couple of weeks earlier, a 1907 Renault was spotted parked in the main St 
of Benalla. It came from Nsw (on a trailer), but was then driven around our 
local district.  If any members are ever travelling in North East Vic, the art 
work on the silos are worth checking out. I'll include some pics of the St 
James silos painted by local artist Tim Bowtell.  They are of G J Coles and his 
vehicle. St James is where he began his business empire.     With Easter 
approaching, there are a couple of good local events coming up, hopefully.  
Echuca, Lancefield and Broadford are usually on at that time of year, and 
the return would be most welcome. Hope all the Simca gang around the 
country and in NZ are surviving these wierd times, and till we catch up 
again. All the best, from The World's longest lockdown state,  Victoria.  
Andy Woodson. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT - by  Robert Stapley 

 

Greetings from S.A. 
The weather is changing and hopefully cooler days are on the 
way. I have had the brown SimcaP60 sedan on the hoist and 
honed the brake cylinders and fixed the brake problem. 
Considering I did this job 20 years ago the brakes have lasted 
fairly well and now have to do some rubbing down and patching 
up of paintwork. I have replaced the water pump on Fred’s former 
wagon but still it loses water so next step is head replacement, 
suspecting a crack in the exhaust chamber. Ina’s 90A has 
developed a split in the front seat vinyl so will need to probably 
replace full front seat. Luckily Ina is a capable seamstress and has 
the ability to repair vinyl or leather seats. I have plenty to keep 
me busy and we were lucky enough to be visited by Skip a few 
weeks ago. He had business in Melbourne and then Ballarat so 
came on to S.A. and stayed with us for nearly a week. We were 
happy to show him the sights of York Peninsula and revisit some 
places Morrie visited some years ago. Last weekend Mel was out 
in the Vedette down to Tumby Bay, just over 200km from Whyalla 
towards Pt. Lincoln. He is certainly not afraid to take his car on a 
long run. Coming up for us are three events to attend over the 
next couple of weeks. Enough from me 
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NEW SOUTH WALES REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT – by Morrie Barrett 

New South Wales Report 

Hi all I trust that all members are safe and holding up ok as the virus issues 

continue, I have contributed an article on the Peugeot Rerun in 2006Geoff Rose 

and two of his brothers, Margaret and I took part in what was originally named the 

Ampol Rerun, later changed to the Peugeot Rerun. 

Geoff Rose purchased his current P 60 for $80.00 in Victoria reconditioned all the 

mechanicals and re sprayed the car and his number in the event was 27 

My P 60 wagon now known as (Alice) was purchased for $200.00 and restored 

from the ground up and was numbered car 25, trust you enjoy the article. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Laney has decided to sell his part restored Vedette that he has put a lot of 

time not to mention money in to get it this stage, Ian Powell is the new owner and 

has added it to his other projects. A special get well to our web master Lorraine 

Laney who has undergone a hip replacement. 

Additional key rings are now available at $5.00 each. If you require some please 

phone or Email me. 

Editors comment.  I have changed my nightly prayer from, “Help me be 
good, help mummy and not think naughty things about the girl next door,” 
to “Pray that uncle Ian and auntie Mandy live a very, very, very long time, 
so they can restore their Vedette, Matra and Rancho.  A tattslotto win 
would help as well!” (I’m an idiot, blame mum.) 
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NEW ZEALAND REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT – by Gerard Crombie 

New Zealand Report 

Just this month Kiwis can now travel home from Australia and the rest of the world 

without isolating but unlike Australia we still don’t welcome tourists or anyone 

other than Kiwis into New Zealand!! While locals can travel around the country 

there is a hestitation to do so as one doesn’t want to catch Omicon and be 

marooned in a hotel room for an extended time (Well, I don’t anyway!). We still 

have restriction on size of gathering so most car events scheduled for Summer and 

Autumn have been cancelled. While in theory small groups can meet and we could 

have a car club run so far it hasn’t actually been happening albeit I see that the 

Sunbeam Car Club recently held their AGM weekend. Meanwhile I continue to 

occasionally get the Simca out of the garage, give it a run and put it away again. 

Our recent and current focus at home has been to “declutter”. We started with the 

rubbish and have had a full rubbish bin for several weeks and have now moved on 

to items useful to someone else but no longer being saved by us for a rainy day. 

Last week it was headlight protectors for a Ford Cortina. I thought they were for a 

Mark 4 we once had, but after advertising them I realised they were probably off 

the Mark 5 that we also had. We prepared to return the buyers money but when he 

arrived to collect it turned out he has a Mark 3, a Mark 4 and a Mark 5 so he went 

away happy with his purchase anyway – a fortunate relief for us. The headlight 

protectors hardly released much space but the same week we sold a gas/electric 

caravan fridge that although it was still going we had removed from the caravan. It 

seemed a shame to dump it and it was taking up space in the garage so hoping the 

new owner does get some use out of it. The biggest item though we have now 

eliminated is our jetski. About four years ago now it broke a con rod and that went 

through the crank case. We initially hoped to get a second hand motor but hadn’t 

located one. New components imported from the U.S. are worth more than the 

jetski so we recently made the inevitable decision to scrap it. The downside is that 

it wasn’t being stored at our place 

but whats left is the trailer and 

that’s now in our garage. I might 

buy an RIB (Rubber Inflatable 

Boat) to put on the trailer! I don’t 

think this latter is the way 

decluttering is supposed to work 

but its early days in the process yet 

LAYG (Learn As You Go). 

This time last year we were in 

between covid restrictions and 

went to Napier/Hastings in 
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Hawkes Bay with the Humber/Hillman Car Club. We had morning tea at the 

Vintage Car Club one of the mornings and Colin Smith met us there with his 

Simca Etoile. Since I don’t have any Simcas pics to show, here’s a couple of 

interesting Humbers from the weekend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This is a 1930 Humber 16 Drop Head Coupe – Very nicely presented. In the background of 

the picture is the Chrysler Centura I’ve featured in the magazine previously. Our involvement 

with Humber is due to Rootes and Simca being owned and integrated by Chrysler through 

1960’s to 80’s.   

    

 We had this interesting sunset in Taupo on the way home from Napier & Hastings, looking 

across Lake Taupo. 
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I spoke to Colin Smith the other day, he was 

busy with another of his many projects, fitting 

a towbar to a ride-on mower. The ride-on is a 

42” and the blowcart club has another 64” 

mower so Colin wants to achieve a 106” cut by 

towing one behind the other. 

 
A popular place with car clubs because it is a 

short day run from Auckland and a relatively 

recent development is the Sculptureum at 

Matakana, North of Auckland. Most people 

find something that appeals to their artistic 

taste and it also has a good café to satisfy food tastes. We have now been there several times 

and like to revisit particular sections of it rather than looking at everything each time. Here’s 

some pictures from a recent visit. 
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There are outside Sculpture gardens,  inside galleries plus semi enclosed display areas.         

             

 
Of my two club interests namely car club and indoor bowls club, the indoor bowls, which 

needs close contact is active on a weekly basis and is organising competitions etc. while the 

car club which can easily social distance, even on runs, is currently organising nothing to 

very little. Hopefully that will change soon! Having paid $3.10 per litre for petrol today and it 

being forecast to increase to $4 per litre there seems to be another roadblock to using our cars 

looming 
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Funny Bones 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The world needs humour, but right now, much more, hope! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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FIRST DAY AT THE SENIORS' COMPLEX.    

  

On her first day at the seniors' complex, the new 

manager addressed all the seniors, pointing out some of her 

rules. 

  
                    

“The female sleeping quarters will be out-of-bounds for all 

males, and the male dormitory for the females.” 

“Anybody caught breaking this rule will be fined $20 the first 

time.” 

She continued, “Anybody caught breaking this rule the second 

time will be fined $60.  

Being caught a third time will cost you a fine of $180.”  

“Are there any questions?” 

At this point, an older gentleman stood up in the crowd and 

inquired, “How much for a season pass?" 

  

    ******************************************* 

 

Two old ladies, Dolly and Ruby were talking about 
their grandchildren. 

Dolly said, "Every year I send each of my 
grandchildren a card with a cheque, but I never hear 
from them or receive a thank you" 

  

Ruby replies, "When I send my grandchildren a 
cheque, they always visit me within a week after 
they receive it" 

"Wow, how come” remarks Dolly. 
  

 
"I don't sign the cheque! 
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New Members 

Firstly, welcome to our Simca family.  Our first new member is Anthony 
Chapman from Hobart.  Anthony picked up a 90A (AS1) off Facebook, 
which has an Oxenford head conversion.  He is super enthusiastic and keen 
to get the car on the road.  He and a friend called in and got some parts they 
needed, namely a carby.  Somebody in the mists of time, had fitted a Holden 
Stromberg, in lieu of the parts they supplied lunch.  This was interesting, as 
they are both Vegans.  It was amazing how tasty the meals were, 
particularly with the cheese verities.  Cows grazing in our area relax, your 
in little danger.  Next edition, we will have a feature on Anthony’s car.   

Our second new members are all the way from the good old USA.  Well one 
of the good areas, Colorado.  They are Andrew Spitteler, his wife Karen and 
son Harry.  Andrew just happens to be my brother.  Karen is a world 
renowned medical scientist and Harry is a student pilot at just 10. The 
family photo from the late 60’s shows my original Simca, with mum and the 
kids having just got home from Church.  My stepfather had recently passed 
away. 
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Left to Right we have my brothers Andrew, Daniel and my sister Miriam.  
Andrew has always been a bit sniffy about my Simca.  Recently saying, “It 
was all we had to get around in.”  Not that long back Andrew bought Karen 
a brand new Maserati Quattroporte for Christmas.  Apart from having a 
fabulous exhaust note it was an extremely gregarious car. It made friends 
where ever it went, mostly mechanical workshops!  They no longer have it.   
 
By contrast, the Simca in the photo, over a period of five years and spirited 
driving, only needed one workshop friend.  That was the famous Mr Dick 
Britton, multiple Australian speedway ace, who had a workshop in West 
Ryde in NSW.  Over 70,000 miles, apart from regular servicing, the only 
items needing attention, was the generator and the brakes.  I blame Dick for 
inspiring me, to later on, go oval track racing.  He was a legend and a really 
good bloke, plus he liked Simca’s.  I’m afraid you are out classed Andrew! 
 
 

 

 

Dick Britton crossed up in his new Chevy powered Sprint car.  The venue, 
the old Parramatta raceway. 
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PS  -  From the Editor…   
 

Please remember any contributions welcome or 

suggestions. 

 

Reminders: 

The 2022 renewal of membership is due on 

January 1st 2022. If you are overdue, please pay 

now. Don’t forget members can pay their 

subscriptions by bank transfer or to the club 

secretary. 

 

Electronic Funds transfer (EFT) 

BSB:  633-000 Bendigo Bank (branch at 

Braidwood NSW) 

Account number:  135350668 

 

Please identify who is paying and for what if 

possible in the reference section with name and 

subs amount. 

 

Don’t forget to fill out Renewal Form attached so 

that all your details are correct/current. Please 

don’t copy them from the previous year. 

 
 

Breaking News 
 

 
The black border on this edition  
Is in Club respect, of our good 
Friend Fred Schodde. 
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