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SIMCA CAR CLUB AUSTRALIA Inc 
Dedicated to the preservation and restoration of SIMCA cars for the purpose of maintaining the Simca 
marquee as part of the motoring history of Australia.  
 

The Club was formed to provide technical information and spare parts assistance to Simca club 
members. 
 

The Club has an affiliation with Simca owners and clubs throughout the world, permitting a global 
update of Simca activities to our members.  

 

The Club maintains a register of Simca owners through our specialist Registrar for both Simca and 
Simca Vedette. 
 

The views or opinions offered by members in this newsletter ï Swallow Tales may not necessarily 
represent the views or opinions of the Committee of Management. 
 

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT (as elected at the 2013 AGM) 
 

 

President: 

 

Vince Parisi Ph: (03) 94013966 Mobile: 0412867386 

12 Paul Crescent 

Epping Vic 3076 

Email: vincp@optusnet.com.au  

 

Secretary/Treasurer: Lorraine Laney 

36 Kalloroo Rd 

San Remo NSW 2262 

Email loric2@bigpond.com 

Editor: Iain and Leila Dyer Ph: (03) 63442601 Mobile: 0419353075 
121 Penquite Road 

Newstead Tas 7250 

Email: sales@autocourt.com.au 
 

Public Officer: Margaret Barrett 
54 Disraeli Road 

WINSTON HILLS NSW 2153 

State Representatives:  

 NEW SOUTH WALES 

 

Morrie Barrett Ph: (02) 96869719 Mobile: 0429495003 

Email: morriebarrett@optusnet.com.au 

 QUEENSLAND Luke Huntly Ph: (07) 46223361 Mobile: 0439830117 

Email: beitz@hwy54.com.au 

  

 SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

 

 
Rob & Ina Stapley Ph: (08) 8389 6176 

Email: inastapley123@hotmail.com 
 

 VICTORIA / TASMANIA 

 

 

 WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

 & Life Member 

 

John Pickles Ph: (08) 9535 5023 

Email: jpickles3@bigpond.com 
 

 NEW ZEALAND 
 

Colin Smith Ph 0011 6468 440212 

Email: lucol@clear.net.nz 
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FROM THE XW\gbećf WXf^ Ă by Iain Dyer 
 

 
Greetings all, 
We are running late again and I must apologise.  A reasonable excuse would be the 
wife.  Three weeks ago we were at a BBQ at my sons place.  My grandson at 18 was 
moving to Melb., to get away from boring old Tassie.  Full of geriatrics, yes like me 
and nothing to do. Leila stepped backwards off a ledge and ended up in hospital. 
She managed to break 4 bones in her foot, plus other muscle damage.  Result, 7 
weeks in a wheelchair and a further 6 weeks in a moon boot.  We have had a really 
busy month at work and as a result, my walking stick is nearly worn out.  The 
grandson? The big girls blouse was back in 3 weeks.  Tassie is not such a bad place 
after all!  I often have fond memories of growing up in Sydney, but I am reliably told, I 
would not like it so much now.  I have included a photo I took, at 19, of my Simca, 
with Mum and my brothers and sister, upon returning from church.  The location is 
William St, Ermington just up the road from John Brown.  I google earthed it recently 
and the family home was gone and a double storey monstrosity built in it its place.  I 
guess that is progress.  But is it?  Reverse progress to me, was slipping down to 
Circular Quay on Sunday, catching the ñSouth Steyneò to Manly, band playing on the 
fore deck, cruising past the flying 16ôs and diving into the refreshing surf.    

 
Back to the future our President 
has been beating up a storm 
with his exploits with his racing 
Vedette.  He now has a strong 
following in Brazil, home of the 
racing Vedette.  Apparently 
some of the original race cars 
still exist.  Just as well Eva isnôt 
still around, apparently she had 
quite a perchant for racing 
drivers.  With Vinceôs new 
following and fame he would 
have been a shoe in.   
 
The AGM in October will come 
around soon enough and it will 
be great if as many members 
as possible can attend.  Leila 
and I, hope to take a few days 
and enjoy the catch up.   
 

I notice from our NZ report that Colin and Lucy are heading over to Amsterdam.  Hey 
guys if you have any spare energy, toss it our way. My brother in law was recently 
there and shot me back some photos.  Lucy, for goodness sake, if Colin says he is 
going out window shopping, heôs not out for a pint of milk! 
 
Good health and have fun until next time. 
Iain and Leila.   
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PRESIDENTS REPORT -  by Vince Parisi 

 

President Report March 2016 

 
Another year is upon us and the festive season is truly a memoryé. And another about 

to creep up with Easter at the end of March this year, I hope I find you all well and 

healthy and that you have all enjoyed our summer wherever you may be in Australia or 

New Zealand and that you have enjoyed your Simca in whatever way you cané. You 

may be restoring, driving, sitting, polishing, looking for a part or maybe RACING a 

Vedetteé.. But whatever I hope you have enjoyed yourself. 

 

Congratulations to the Q/land 2017 AGM Rally Sub Committee on their excellent work 

in arranging accommodation for this event and although it is about 14 months away I 

am already getting excited about attending, many thanks to Doug, Michelle, Luke and 

Kerry and everyone else who has contributedéé well done. 

 

On a sad note Club Member Mr. Robert Belot  passed away on the 2nd of February, My 

Sincerest Condolences to his wife Kay and family and hope that they find courage in 

their time of grief and am sure that he will live on in their memories. 

 

I am pleased to report that I have completed the build of the ñRace Vedetteò and am 

very very happy with the finish, The first outing was at the Geelong Speed Trials and 

although not quite at the finished level that I had wanted I decided to take it and run 

down the 400mtr strip anyway, performance and braking left much to be desired but it 

was really just a day to have it out and about and showcase it amongst the other 

vehicles, it attracted much attention with many people commenting on itôs rarity and 

beauty, the target date for total completion was set for mid Feb so as to be able to attend 

the John Brash Dash at Calder Park organized by the Historic Touring Car Association 

of Victoria as this would be a test day and iron out any bugs for itôs debut race at Phillip 

Island on the 11/13 March, I am glad to report that the Vedette is ready and after some 

minor tweaks performed extraordinarily wellé although power is limited and gear 

changing is exciting under brakes it handles and corners extremely wellé. 

Again the Vedette captured the interest of many and was awarded the Best Historic Car 

of the day and received the John Brash Dash Trophy. 

I intend to enter the Vedette in 4 Historic meeting this year firstly Phillip Island the 

biggest meeting in Australia then in May Winton Historics and again Winton in August 

with the last event at Sandown Historics in Novemberé I hope that you may be able to 

come see it compete at some stage and get a buzz out of watching the only racing 

Vedette in Australia and possibly anywhere else in the worldé.. 

 

The Brazilian Face book friends are also very excited about the Vedette and Alexandra 

Fornariôs father raced many Vedetteôs in Brazil and he still has these Vedetteôs 

although not racing but attending various other events, our face book page has 

attracted over 120 Brazilian friends and they are amazed that there is a Vedette 

competing here and show much interest.. 

 

I believe preparations are underway for our 2016 AGM in Albury (more detail in this 

newsletter) and I look forward to catching up with a few members then. 
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Have a great Easter with family and friends with whatever you have planned and go 

enjoy your Simca whether itôs restoring, polishing, driving or RACINGééé 

 

 
 

Best Regards 

 

Vinny Vedette Parisi 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Engine sounds strong and revs happily to 5800RPM , but only makes 

power to 4600.  

Brakes struggle to pull up from 150KPH  but hopefully will get 

better.  

Handles beautifully and very stable, slight twinge from rear unde r 

hard acceleration in corners.  

Is great fun in second and have not been able to reach top speed in 

third gear yet (roll on PI).  
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Well what a weekend... the Vedette is "Racing" sort 

of at least it is in the 

Events but is at least 10 seconds of the pace and 

needs a 4 speed gearbox 

desperately, again it attracted much attention 

throughout the weekend and 

performed very very well, the engine revs to 

5800rpm happily and sounds 

fantastic, the brakes are better but finding 2ng gear is 

proving to be a 

problem, the speedo was bouncing at the end of the speedo cluster on the 

front straight and I think I may have been going at about 110MPH and flat 

out into turn one was exhilarating... compared to the Alfa the Vedette 

seemed to be like a Double Decker bus.... I still have a smile on my face and am looking 

forward to 

Winton in May.... hope you enjoy the pics. 

 

Regards Vince Parisi. 
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Shots from Geelong speed trials. 
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fXVeXgTelćf eXcbeg - by Lorraine Laney 
 

 

               Secretary/Treasurerôs Report - March 2016 

 
Greetings to all members ï I trust that you all enjoyed the Christmas break with 

family and friends and began the New Year with health and happiness.  How quickly 

the year is racing ahead ï it hardly seems any time since 1st January, when we were all 

wishing everyone a Happy New Year! 

Speaking of 1st January (and wearing my Treasurerôs Hat) - that is when Simca 

membership renewal fees were due.  Thank you to those members who have already 

dealt with the matter of fees nice and early! Unfortunately currently there are only 14 

members who have paid their fees. Have you paid yours?  If not, please attend to this 

as a matter of some urgency as our Constitution states that renewals are to be paid 

within 90 days of the due date.  This is one of the changes which were made to our 

Constitution by Special Resolution at our 2015 Special General Meeting.  All 

members were notified of changes in September/December issue of Swallow Tales on 

Page 9: (which appears below) 
                             Clause 2.8 : Fees and Subscriptions:  

a. Clause 2.8 a) New Members: (First Paragraph) Delete ñ1st July and 

expire 30th June the following Yearò and replace with ñ1st January and 

expire 31st December of that year.ò  

b. Clause 2.8 b) Renewal Members: (First Paragraph) Delete ñ1st July 

and expire 30th June the following Yearò and replace with ñ1st January 

and expire 31st December of that year.ò 

 c. Clause 2.8 b) Add ñRenewal of Annual Membership Fees is to be paid 

within 90 days of the due date.ò (Insert at start of 4th Paragraph.) 

You will find a Club Membership Renewal Form at the end of this issue of Swallow 

Tales ï please be certain to complete the form and send it on to me. 

Back to matters Secretarial ï I enjoyed the break over Christmas and New Year and 

used that time to check on records, filing system, stationery and prepare for the influx 

of annual subscriptions.  To keep members up to date: 

Correspondence In:  

1. ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ bŀƴŎŜ IƻŘƎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŀŘǎΥ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ 

membership of the Simca Car Club.  Ray and I had many happy memories 

of rallies attended, friendships made and lots of phone calls to keep in 

touch.  Once again thank you members, much appreciated.  Yours 

sincerely, Nance Hodge.  

2. Thank you note from John Brown for the sympathy card which was sent 

from the Committee and Members of the Simca Car Club Australia Inc. 

3. Fair Trading - acceptance of changes made to our Club Constitution. 

Correspondence Out:   

1. A donation of $100 was sent to the Semaphore Surf Club in appreciation 

for the free usage of their function room for our 2015 AGM. 
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2. Sympathy card with personal note to Kaye Belot re her husband Robert. 

Committee Changes: 

1. Voting at the 2015 AGM left a Casual Vacancy for the position of State 

Representative for Victoria/Tasmania.  Iain and Leila Dyer were happy to 

fill this position and Committee subsequently appointed them to the 

position and extended thanks and congratulations. 

2. In December 2015 notification was received that Ivan Smith was no longer 

able to continue as New Zealand Representative.  Colin Smith was happy 

to fill for this position and Committee subsequently appointed Colin Smith 

back to the position of N.Z. Representative.  Again, thanks & 

congratulations.  

We were saddened by the loss of our member Robert Belot on 2nd 

February this year. Unfortunately I have been unable to contact his 

wife Kaye personally, but have left messages. I trust that she knows 

our thoughts have been with her. 

 

Our 2016 annual General Meeting has been set down for Saturday 8th 

October at Albury at the Hume Motor Inn ï more information to 

follow in due course.  Morrie Barrett has booked 10 rooms for our 

membersô accommodation ï please see his report. 

 

Finally, I would like to wish all members a safe and happy Easter. 

Lorraine Laney ï Hon. Secretary. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Only Happy Club Members! 
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QUEENSLAND REPORT -  by Luke Huntly 
 

 

Queensland Report 
 

Hi Everyone, 

 

Happy New Year!! 

 

We have received a good response from the expression of interest for the 2017 

Rally that was sent out earlier in the year.  Doug is busy organising the 

accommodation and those who have responded will receive further information 

about their booking very soon.  If you would still like to send through an 

expression of interest please contact us on 07 4622 3361, email 

beitz@hwy54.com.au or Doug Murphy on 0402 845 925. 

 

New member, Chris Buckner from Brisbane is extremely keen to acquire a 

Vedette having been his first car way back in 1966.  He would love to get his 

hands on one and attend next yearôs rally with it.  He can be contacted on 0438 

374 436. 

 

We have been contacted by a bloke in Toowoomba who has a couple of Simca 

Wagons.  One in good condition and the other not so good.  We checked them 

out when we were there recently for the Swap Meet.  Itôs surprising how many 

Simcaôs are out there.  A family connection has also told us that when he was 

driving through NSW once he saw about 20 Simcaôs lined up along the fence 

near Katoomba. 

 

Wishing everyone a Happy Easter. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Luke and Michelle Huntly 

Qld Reps   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:beitz@hwy54.com.au
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WESTERN WHISPERS Ă jT fgTgX eXceXfXagTg\iXćf eXcbeg - 
By John Pickles 
 

 WESTERN WHISPERS  
WA State Representatives Report ï By John Pickles  
As we welcome in the year 2016 we are also saddened to learn the passing of our NSW member 

Robert Belot. While our members in the West did not have the pleasure of meeting Robert in 

person, he like most members was held in high regard as a member of our ñSimca Familyò. Our 

sincere condolences go the Belot family in their time of sadness.  

Unlike our Eastern States comrades very little has been happening on the Simca scene in 

Western Australia apart from the fact that John Pickles has placed the Simca Vedette 

ñVersaillesò on the open market. The car was placed on ñGumtreeò and sold within 19 hours 

with the buyer placing a substantial deposit, unfortunately the offer was made without 

consultation with the wife and to avoid a divorce the buyer opted out of the deal with most of his 

deposit being returned. The vehicle was then placed on eBay and surprisingly attracted 1276 

hits and 76 watching, but at the end of the day no buyer.  

I should imagine most have seen the report on Vince Parisi and his wonderful flying machine 

ñThe Racing Vedetteò. On what can be classed as the first full track run for the car it 

performed so well and gained so much attention it was awarded the coveted ñJohn Brashò 

trophy. Then came Phillip Island and while not being the fastest car on the track it attracted 

more attention than most other competing and I think it fitting that we congratulate Vince and 

his band of helpers for the fine effort that really put the Simca name to the forefront.  

The time has come where I have been rather ruthless and most of the used Simca parts have 

ended up in the skip bin and the clean-up hasnôt just been confined the Simca bits, seventeen 

cartons of old motor books and magazines going back to the 1950ôs were donated to the Motor 

Museum of WA and about eight cartons of various parts to the Veteran Car Club WA. There 

are heaps of new parts for the Simca Aronde (some Simca 8) which I will be placing on eBay 

and Gumtree in the future, parts include new piston sets, new crankshaft for the Simca 1200 

motor, new bearing sets for the ñFlashò motor etc. In every clean-up much time is spent sitting 

looking through old magazines etc. before deciding their future and there are just some things 

one has to share, this article was published many, many year ago.  
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Ian Williams has retrieved the Vedette he found on a farm in the wheatbelt area of Western 

Australia and now has it at home down south. The car is now for sale and would have to be the 

cheapest Vedette offered for sale over the past twenty years, then again it may the in the poorest 

condition of any Vedette offered for sale over the same period. For anyone interested in the car 

it may still be listed on Gumtree.  

This reminded me of what I once read. ñAn unrestored car has patina and character that a 

fresh restoration canôt touch. To put it in human terms, itôs the same as a weathered and 

wrinkled elderly man or woman who has wonderful stories to tell of a well-lived life, as to a 

cosmetically enhanced person who poses and looks pretty but hasnôt much personality. 

  

ñA CAR CAN ALWAYS BE RESTORED BUT IT IS ONLY ORIGINAL ONCEò  

 

 

 

 

 
 

                ñOne previous owner, totally original, needs a little TLCò  

 

 

 

AN INVITATION FROM THE PEUGEOT CAR CLUB OF WA TO JOIN THEM IN A 

WEEK -END AWAY IN BUSSELTON 22-23 MAY 2016. CONTACT JOHN IF INTERESTED.  

John Pickles. 
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VICTORIAN/ TASMANIA  REPRESENTATIVES REPORT Ă by Stephen 

Maloney 
 

There has been a little bit of crossover here, as I have spoken to Stephen Maloney 
and he was prepared to finish the year.  However everything in our area (Vic/Tas) is 
centred around Vince and his racing Vedette.  I donôt think many of us realise the 
commitment and time put into this project, not to mention money.  For a comparison, 
think brand new Mitsubishi Triton 4wd GLXR, turbo diesel dual cab Ute, around 50k.  
The sort of things grey nomads buy.  Fortunately Vince doesnôt fit the demographic.  
Grey means hair, get the inference? Have to be a tad nasty, as heôs spending so 
much time on the red carpet.  Time. Vince has spent virtually one year, full time, 
building the car into the remarkable machine it is today.  Vince only does quality and 
for those of us who have seen the car, it is there in spades.   
 
Our car, 90A or as it should be, ASA, seems to have taken on the persona of 
ñChristineò.  It must be the only Simca in the world to have had three head gaskets 
for one engine rebuild.   
 
History to Date: 1 
Engine rebuilt at our own workshop, ran about an hour and ran all the bearings.  
That was at home idling in the shed.  No one thought to have the crank cleaned and 
it was full of rust.  The lesson here is, we did up an engine that had sat for many 
years, and took things for granted.   
 
Attempt No 2. 
A couple of mates and I pulled the motor out and disassembled it to the last nut and 
bolt.  Sent everything back to the machine shop and supposedly had everything 
done.  Every single new part available was sourced, pistons, rings, little ends,  
bearings, seals, timing chain, head completely rebuilt, everything done.  Whole lot 
balanced and supplied with ARP rod bolts. Another mate helped put it together and 
installed.  Went for another hour, ended up with 7 litres of oil/coolant in sump. 
 
Attempt No 3. 
One of the original helpers now retired, a former engine builder on the Coca Cola 
racing team, took over.  I was on the same team 40 years ago and we have been 
great mates since.  (My job was coffee maker and wheel polisher).  As Henry the 
V111 would have said. ñOff with her headò.  Upon removing the head, it was found a 
lump of metal had been stuck to the head, when fitted.  This had in turn crushed the 
fire ring on Number 4 into an oblong shape.  The gasket blew from there into the 
nearest water jacket.  After fixing other problems, we fired her up.  Geoff noticed only 
2 of the oil feeds were working on the rocker gear. Off it came again.  Upon 
completely disassembling, the rocker gear was blocked with the same black grit that 
ruined the bearings.  Upon tedious cleaning, he is another Vince, refitted, all is 
sweet.  The lesson here is the machine shop was told to do everything needed, but 
check, and check again.  Hopefully on the road soon. 
 
To all those struggling with a restoration, alcohol helps. 
Cheers 
Iain 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA REPRESENTATIVEćf eXcbeg - by  Robert Stapley 
 

Hi Everyone, 

Well the dust has settled on the 2015 National Rally and already preparations 

are well in hand for the 2017. The organizing committee are busy and we 

anticipate a great time. Decisions have to be made, do we take a modern or 

Simca, trailer or drive. At present I am leaning to towing the teardrop and 

taking a few days to travel, taking it easy and no stress. However as you know 

the best laid plans can easily come undone. 

Today was a local club run to Mannum on the river Murray about 50km from 

home.  I took the wagon and brown sedan out of the shed and parked them 

side by side in the front paddock yesterday morning. When the time came in 

the afternoon to fuel up I had decided the brown car would be having the 

outing, I started the engine and the ignition switch fell apart. Not to worry the 

blue wagon will do so simple to switch. Out to Woodside fill with petrol 98.9 

cents a litre and home. Travelling into Lobethal I heard a loud bang like a spark 

plug escaping or a fan belt breaking. I continued home and lifted the bonnet to 

find that half a fan blade had broken off punctured top tank of radiator and 

deflecting up into the bottom of bonnet denting it and removing paint on top. I 

now need to repair and repaint bonnet, not to mention ignition switch. Well I 

wouldnΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛŘƭŜΦ 

Meanwhile wanted to buy, water pump, timing chain ignition switch, etc. 

Apart from that 

needless to say we 

went to Mannum 

in the Subaru, 

checked out the 

museum, paddle 

steamers and 

steam engines. 

Lunch at hotel with 

about 20 club 

members, good company good food and perfect weather. 
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I believe that Vince is at Philip Island this weekend with his Vedette racer. My 

Thursday/Friday boss's son is also racing there this weekend in a red Datsun 

1600(I think) I wonder if they bump (bump?) into each other perhaps I'm 

hoping that perhaps they don't. 

As promised here are the answers to the quiz in the post rally issue, not 

necessarily in the correct order. 

John Smith, Patricia or Luke, Vince, John Pickles, Skip, Ina, Skip, John Smith, 

Geoff or Rob, Gelske, Harsha, Lucy, Don, Geoff and Ruth or Luke and Michelle, 

Doug, Ian, Geoff, Josephine. Do you think I would be foolish enough to put 

answers in the correct order. 

See how you go and put them in the correct order. Send answers to us and we 

will present a prize at the AGM. 

I think I have finished for now, hoping to see you all at the AGM. 

Cheers  

Robert Stapley 
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NEW SOUTH WALES eXceXfXagTg\iXćf REPORT Ă by Morrie Barrett 
 

 

Not a lot has transpired since my last report, a block booking has been 

made with the Hume In Motel, Wodonga Place Albury for our 

General meeting in October with the view of arriving Friday and 

departing Monday, if you are considering attending please advise 

Loraine(our Secretary). 

 

Following up on locating fuel pump kits I have forwarded a sample to 

a contact in Qld who believes he can provide some kits, will advise in 

due course. 

 

I had cause to travel to Brisbane in February and whilst up there 

stayed 2 nights at the caravan Park which has been selected as our 

base for next yearôs AGM, met with Doug Murphy and Robbie 

Verhagen for an inspection of the facilities (excellent) also caught up 

with Wayne and Diane Yeo. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a handy vehicle.  A pity we didnôt get it in Australasia  
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NEW ZEALAND REPRESENgTg\iXćf eXcbeg Ă  
 

Hullo from kiwi land. we are still waiting for the engine recon man  

still however we have installed the new valves in the new block and have  

to measure the gaps in crankshaft and big ends before the sump can be  

fitted at last some progress on Ivan's Vedette, late November the local  

vintage car club held its first ever open day and we had to show off  

again after much borax from lots of folk. I did the gymkhana on my new  

mobility scooter lots of fun and laughter. The next weekend I had the  

honour of taking father xmas to the vcc on the little red engine. Early  

in Jan in recognition of all the help that Peter has given Ivan and I  

with shifting cars to and from displays and the wiring problems on  

Ritchard's Versailles, to date we gave him the 90a we had here. I towed it  

to Peters behind the 1501 sw to date a lot of work has been done on it.   

On the 26th of Jan, Lucy and I went to Peters and met Kitty's parents  

here from Holland for a few weeks, taking them for a ride in little red. On  

the last Sunday in Jan we went to Richards shed in Wellington to pick up  

the last of the 1,000 parts on the way down Iva called out here it comes  

and in a flash the Huskette bad dog zoomed past on his way to the show  

in Dannevirke we hurried with the loading and headed back to catch up with  

Steven at the show this being the first I have seen this simca powered  

Husky. Sunday the 13th march we attended the annual show at Windsor Park  

a lot of spot prizes came our way. And today we were at a gala with  

three cars and the red truck in which we gave children rides, 

  And now for the news, Peter and family return to Holland every may  

school holidays, and when we were at Peters to meet Kitty's parents we  

were invited to go to the Simca meet in the Netherlands the next day  

Kitty and I visited our travel agent and it was sorted Lucy and I leave  

for Amsterdam on the 28th of April with a 3hr stop in Hong Kong on the way  

Peter and Kitty meet us at Amsterdam airport and look after us for the  

next few days showing us around etc. on the 5th May we all go the Simca  

meet in Venray speedway 6th and 7th  on the 8th of May we leave the  

Netherlands and all of us return to NZ on the same flight stopping in  

Hong Kong for 12hrs on the way not looking forward to getting there but  

looking forward to being there 

            Colin / Lucy 
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Even Lewis Hamilton had to start  

Somewhere! 
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Auckland Classic Brit & Euro Car Show 

The 6th March saw the start of a new car 

show in Auckland, called the Auckland 

Classic Brit & Euro Car Show. It was held 

at Lord Elsmore Park which is also the 

home of the Howick Historical Village. If 

ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ прл ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ŎŀǊǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 

enough then a gold coin donation for 

entry to the Village was an added 

attraction (usual entry is $15). There 

ǿŜǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ рл WŀƎǳŀǊǎΣ ƭƻŀŘǎ ƻŦ aDΩǎΣ ŀ 

ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ tŜǳƎŜƻǘΩǎΣ /ƛǘǊƻŜƴΩǎΣ 

[ŀƴŎƛŀΩǎΣ !ƭŦŀ wƻƳŜƻΩǎ ϧ CŜǊǊŀǊƛǎ ōǳǘ 

only one Simca. We were there with the 

Humber Car Club and parked beside our 

group was an interesting display of 

aƻǊƎŀƴΩǎΦ  

The Simca attracted the usual 

interest of those who have owned, 

worked on etc., one chap I had a 

lengthy conversation with had a 

Simca dealership in Morrinsville, 

which is in the Waikato, south of 

Auckland. Later in the day a previous 

Simca owner and motor mechanic 

said he had a Spare Parts catalogue 

for the Aronde if I was interested, so I 

have just visited him and purchased 

said parts catalogue from him. 

 

There was no time for sitting around relaxing during the 

day, ourselves and most of our car club friends spent time 

exploring the Historic Village. It presents life in a Fencible 

Village between 1840 ς 1880. Ex servicemen from the 

British Army or Royal Marines were offered free passage to 

NZ, an acre of land and a two bedroom cottage for 

providing military duties protecting Auckland if required 

(this did not eventuate). On arrival they lived in a tent until 

European model with plastic body and plenty of plastic surgery! 

 

No plastic surgery on this 54 year old 
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there house pack arrived and could be 

constructed. Day time was spent 

working their land but they returned to 

the village at night for safety. The story 

of an Irish policeman arriving with his 

13 year old wife living in the village and 

subsequently having 12 children was 

intriguing yet typical of life at the time. 

 

LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 

Classic Brit & Euro Car show next year. 

Meanwhile next weekend we are off to 

the Karaka Vintage Day with the Simca, 

ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ good day of old farm 

equipment, and rides on traction engines, 

draft horses & carts and even steam boats 

on the lake: Also looking forward to that.          

 Gerard Crombie.  NZ 

Our Simca Clubs busiest couple 

 

 

 

"Cosy cottageò made of grass sods apparent made 30 years ago (roof gets 

replaced every few years. 
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Funny Bones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  
 

Directions to Heaven 
 
A little boy was waiting for his mother to come out of the 
grocery store. As he waited, he was approached 
By a man who asked, "Son, can you tell me where the 
Post Office is? 

The little boy replied, "Sure! Just go straight down this 
street a coupla blocks and turn to your right." 
 The man thanked the boy kindly and said, "I'm the new 
pastor in town.  I'd like for you to come to church on 
Sunday...I'll show you how to get to Heaven." 
 The little boy replied with a chuckle.  "You're 
bullshitting me, right?  You don't even know the way to 
the Post Office!ò 
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