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As raced and retired at the 1950 24 Hours of Le Mans by
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CLUB MEETINGS LAST Thursday of the
Month (except DECEMBER)
At the Austin 7 Clubrooms,
262 Tapleys Hill Rd. Seaton
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NOTE Club meeting starts at

EDITOR’S RATTLE … Howdy once again

Here we are half way through the year and I haven’t got a third of what I
would like done. Am I lonely there? I expect not.
Yes we had a really great night with our club BBQ. There were 16 of us there
which is an acceptable number but those who weren’t there missed a really
good evening with a great selection of food and the drinks we brought.
Colin Redmond and Steve did a great job cooking the barbie and Halinka,
Valerie and Anne put it on once again with all the other food and preparations.
Thanks a million for everything you all did to give us so much enjoyment.
Looking forward to the Bastille dinner and the Rear Engine Run not to mention the SWAP MEET. Don’t forget to organise your place there. Cheers, Jeff

Club Automobile Francais
SWAP MEET
SUNDAY 31ST JULY
Globe Derby Park

It is not long now for us all to get together and put on the biggest and most important
yearly fund raiser for our club– We Need YOUR HELP on the day
It is a day of interesting things to see and people to meet
Please keep that day free and give us a hand as we all benefit from the financial gain
and publicity that our club gets from this event
A THANK YOU lunch will be held at the Buckingham Arms Hotel on August 7th
FOR ALL THOSE WHO HELPED
Further details regarding times and activities at the swap meet will be shared at our July Club meet or by
contacting our President, Trevor Donaldson 0409 281 967
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Our club Vice-President Kim and Jean have sent us another instalment from their holiday
titling this article

“ 28 DAYS WITH A PEUGEOT 2008”

———————————————————————French Driver Jules Bianchi’s death

After much consideration, the Bianchi family are
taking legal against the Formula 1 group and the
Marussia Team relating to Jules death in the 2014
Japanese Grand Prix.
An official F1A report cleared F1 chiefs of wrong
doing and stated Bianchi didn’t slow sufficiently.
Bianchi’s father said this legal process should require those involved to provide answers and take
responsibility. This tragic loss is still raw.
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_______________________________________________
Danielle Riccardo and the Tyre Team

Well those of us who follow Formula 1 racing would have seen where Daniel Riccardo was leading the
Monaco Grand Pre with team officials calling him in for a tyre change. When he pulled into pit lane and
arrived at his designated pit spot, cameras showed his team in frantic panic scrambling over each other trying to bring his tyres out from the garage to his pit station where his Red Bull had come to a screaming stop.
Daniel was furious: He was leading once again and would have won the race bar for a car failure.
Not the unthinkable: TEAM FAILURE.
On channel 10s program RPM, Australian F1 champion Alan Jones said this was inexcusable. He continued
that with the Red Bull Team claiming the problem occurred as a result of the garage area they had been
given was too small and cramped he scoffed this claim was ridiculous. Alan pointed out “Daniel didn’t just
pull into the pit lane unexpectedly. He had been called in by the team. They had plenty of time to set up for
him”.
Jones noted that if they believed that the area was too small and cramped after racing on Thursday, with
Friday being a lay-day, they had plenty of time and provisions for them to correct the situation before the
racing on both Saturday and Sunday. This team error caused Daniel to lose the race he was leading.
Through team failure, he failed once again to stand on the podium. Last time (he won that race and had the
win taken away from him) because the team was disqualified due to fuel irregularities.
With so many betting scandals across the world in so many sports, is this team merely incompetent or is it
something far worse with the possibility of it being another display of the criminal cancer that that we too
often hear about …. Or is it just time for Daniel to leave Red Bull
Jeff
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Amedee GORDINI

Gordini is a division of Renault Sport Technologies. In the past it was a sports car and performance tuner,
established in 1946 by Amedee Gordini, nicknamed “Le Sorcier” (The Sorcerer).
Gordini became a division of Renault in 1968 and of Renault Sport in 1976.

GORDINI TYPE 32

Amedee Gordini tuned cars and competed in motor races from the 1930s. His results made Simca (the
French assembler of Fiat) hire him for its motorsport programme and the develop road cars. Their association continued after World War 11.
In 1946, Gordini introduced the first cars named after him. A Fiat-engine single seaters raced by him and
Jose Scaron achieving several victories. In the late 40s the company opened a workshop at the Boulevard
Victor in Paris entering into sports car and Grand Prix races. Because of political conflicts, Gordini and
Simca started to diverge in 1951. Gordini competed in F1 from 1950 to 1956 although it achieved a major
success in Formula 2 during that period. They gave a brief return in 1957 with an eight cylinder engine.
After its F1 programme ended, Gordini worked with Renault as an engine tuner entering Renault-Gordini
cars at the 24 Hours of Le Mans between 1962 and 1969. It also tuned the Alpine, a rival sports car manufacturer also associated with Renault in ‘57. Gordini and Renault manufactured the Dauphine Gordini, a
modified version of the Renault Dauphine which was a sales success. Gordini tuned Renault cars also won
various races during the 50s and 60s. In 1963, the Gordini company chose to moved its headquarters to
Nosily—le-Rot. At the end of 1968, Gordini retired and sold a 70% majority stake of his firm to Renault.
Renault-Gordini was moved to Viry-Chatillon in 1969 and became a sport division of Renault before being
merged with Alpine to form Renault Sport in 1976. On January 1st 1976, Rene Vuaillat became director of
Gordini. The Gordini company name became wholly owned by Renault in 1977.
For years now, Renault has sold Gordini badged performance versions of models including the Renault 5,
the R 8,R12 and R17 . In November 2009 Renault announced that it would be reviving the Gordini name
for an exclusive line of “hot hatches” in a similar fashion of Fiat’s revival of its Abarth name.
Modern models include the Renault Twingo and the Renault Clio bear the name.
2016 has seen the HST High Performance Race Vehicle shine as the fastest qualifier at the Baja 500 and
prepare for further success at the coming Dakar Rally. Gordini variations are still on the run and well
worth paying attention to.
Jeff
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At the onset of the XX century, the automobile became so popular that what had been a
mere technical curiosity for the rich man and the occasional enthusiast turned into an object
of appeal to the middle class as well. By the start of WW1, technical standards regarding
car design had been set and experimental concepts were put into practice.

The End of
The Horse and
Buggy Era
The majority of automobiles produced
had front-mounted internal combustion The legendary Ford T was
produced mainly with an open
Engines, which by means of a gearbox body type.
transmitted power to the rear wheel.
The traditional body form resembling a horse drawn carriage was gradually abandoned
giving place to new designs. Adequately suited to the use of an internal combustion engine,
these new designs provided far more passenger comfort.

Technical Advance

Electrical starters, leaf springs and disk brakes on all wheels were introduced. The controls
were elaborated, employing throttle valves and gearboxes that enabled the drivers to
adjust their driving speed according to conditions.

Enclosed Bodies

After WW1, further considerable changes to the construction of the car body were made.
Earlier cars were build almost exclusively in open body styles, at times equipped with a
retractable roof (hood) which was raised on an articulated steel frame. In the single decade
of the 20s, the enclosed body with a hard
top was generally substituted for the older
style giving the occupants greater comfort.

The enclosed metal body
of the Ford A was much
more modern than the
Ford T …

Even more technical advancements and
creature comfort designs were already on
the drawing boards and about to hit the
market leading to the 21st century
where driverless cars are a reality.
Thanks Steve Chamberlain for this interesting
article you found and shared with us.
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CLUB AUTOMOBILE FRANCAIS SOCIAL CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2016

Apr. 9th

Victor Harbor Festival – Soldiers Memorial Reserve
* PRE EVENT MEETING PLACE as per Club event notice on page 4

Apr. 17th

McLaren Vale Classic Cars

Apr. 28th

AGM to be held at the Club Rooms. Pizza nibbles included

May 15th

Annual Run to Mannum – BBQ Lunch at the Donaldsons

June 18th

Club Social Night at the Club Rooms

July 16

Bastille Day Dinner

July 24

Rear-Engine Run

July 31st

Annual Swap Meet

Aug. 7th

Thank-you Lunch for Volunteers of Swap Meet
Buckingham Arms Hotel – Walkerville

Aug. 14th

Economy Run with Lunch to follow

Sept. 11th

Fort Glanville & Largs Police Academy Tours Lunch Largs Pier
Hotel

25th
Oct. 16th
28th – 30th
Nov.

Bay to Birdwood Vintage Cars
Barossa Run
Car SE Clubs Weekend at Kingston SE
Stirling Markets - Lunch Stirling Hotel (date to be announced)
All French Car Day (date to be announced)

Dec. 11th

Christmas Lunch – Hahndorf Old Mill - Hahndorf
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For Sale—Do you have car or item you want sell?
This page is for you … just contact the editor with details

PLEASE CONTACT Colin Pauley IF YOU SELL
A vehicle on CONCESSIONAL REGISTRATION
so the he can keep his records up to date. Thanks
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PRESIDENT

Trevor Donaldson
0409 281967
trev.kath@bigpond.com

VICE PRESIDENT

Kim Horsnell
8364 1369
kimnjean@optusnet.com.au

SECRETARY

David McDonough
8365 2730
0414 372 210

TREASURER

Steve Chamberlain
7324 3748
0458 008 130

EDITOR

and

PROGRAM CO-ORDINATOR
MacGuire
0407 181 098

Jeff
jmacguire1@hotmail.com

GENERAL COMMITTEE
0412 016844

Kym Olsen

give our financial Club
members a 10% discount on leases of their
cars in France. This involves booking direct
with the Sydney office. Check their website -www.renaulteurodrive.com.au. for details of the normal rates. NOTE—check
with Paul Hodges on 1300 55 11 60 for current offers.
RENAULT EURODRIVE

Lion automobiles have relocated to Unit
3/56 Audrey Ave Blair Athol. This is located behind the BP service station on Main
north Rd. Phone is still 8162 9350

Web Sites of interest to French
car fans
Aussiefrogs.com.au
Bringatrailer.com/category/french
Themotorreport.com
Citroen.com.au
Peugeot.com.au
Renault.com.au
RenaultOwnersClub.org
Autonews.com
Autoblog.com

GENERAL COMMITTEE
8393 9885

Bob Scobie

GENERAL COMMITTEE

Carolyn Chamberlain

7324 3748
0417 329169

sandc.ch_155@internode.on.net

GENERAL COMMITTEE
Don Stacy
8370 2674
donjstacy@hotmail.com
MAGAZINE CIRCULATION

Ron Clark

0402 784 963

CLUB BANKING DETAILS
CLUB AUTOMOBILE FRANCAIS
BSB 105022 ACCOUNT 110593540

Membership Fees
Full membership
Concessional
(student, pension or unemployed)
Family

$40
$30
+$10

Payments to go to the Treasurer—see page 15

CAF Life Members

Don Roberts (1999) deceased
Peter Bennett (2005) deceased
Max Easther (2011) deceased
David McDonough (2006)
Peter Roberts (2011)
Don Stacy(2011)
Colin Redmond(2012)
Bob Scobie (2013)
Max & Mary Medwell (2013)
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CLUB MEETINGS
7.30pm – LAST Thursday of the month Austin 7 Clubrooms, 262 Tapleys Hill Rd
Seaton
CLUB MAILING ADDRESS
Club Automobile Francais
P.O.Box 330, Campbelltown, SA, 5074
CLASSIFIEDS & MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS

Must be received by end of week 3 of the
month
HISTORICAL REGISTRATION
Colin Pauley
82613673
10 Rosslyn Ave., Manningham 5086

DISCLAIMER
Options expressed in French Connection
are not necessarily those of the Editor,
CAF or its officers and all articles are
published in good faith and responsibility
will not be accepted.

May you all have a sunny future
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