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SIMCA CAR CLUB AUSTRALIA Inc

Dedicated to the preservation and restoration of SIMCA cars for the purpose of maintaining the Simca
marquee as part of the motoring history of Australia.

The Club was formed to provide technical information and spare parts assistance to Simca club
members.

The Club has an affiliation with Simca owners and clubs throughout the world, permitting a global
update of Simca activities to our members.

The Club maintains a register of Simca owners through our specialist Registrar for both Simca and
Simca Vedette.

The views or opinions offered by members in this newsletter i Swallow Tales may not necessarily
represent the views or opinions of the Committee of Management.

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT (as elected at the 2016 AGM)

Vince Parisi Ph: (03) 94013966 Mobile: 0412867386
President: 12 Paul Crescent

Epping Vic 3076

Email: vincp@optusnet.com.au

Secretary/Treasurer: Doug Murphy Ph: (07) 3207 2457 Mobile 0402845925
PO Box 2151
Wellington Pt QLD 4160
Email doug@realres.com.au

Editor: lain and Leila Dyer Ph: (03) 63442601 Mobile: 0419353075
121 Penquite Road

Newstead Tas 7250
Email: sales@autocourt.com.au

Public Officer: Margaret Barrett
54 Disraeli Road

WINSTON HILLS NSW 2153

State Representatives:

NEW SOUTH WALES Morrie Barrett Ph: (02) 96869719 Mobile: 0429495003
Email: morriebarrett@optusnet.com.au

QUEENSLAND Luke Huntly Ph: (07) 46223361 Mobile: 0439830117
Email: beitz@hwy54.com.au

SOUTH AUSTRALIA Rob & Ina Stapley Ph: (08) 8389 6176
Email: inastapleyl23@hotmail.com

VICTORIA / TASMANIA Chris Bailey Ph (03) 5243 6849 Mobile:
Email: christopherbailey74@gmail.com

WESTERN AUSTRALIA John Pickles Ph: (08) 9535 5023

& Life Member Email: jpickles3@bigpond.com

NEW ZEALAND Colin Smith Ph: 0011 6468 440212

Email: lucol@clear.net.nz
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Greetings all,

Well another year has whizzed by, which is a bit scary. If you put the numhéfsdn the
wall, every yeanudges towards the top end. Should be thankful | guess. Leila and | have
really enjoyed our time and contact with Club members this year. Our get together with
members at Albury was most enjoyable. We as a Club seem to have evolved into a fun
group, whch makes the long journeys more bearable.

Speaking of long journeys, Tweed Heads is next on the list. | and mates have been working
on our Simca at every spare opportunity. | casually mentioned that the workshop were ready
to roadworthy the car. My matd 40 years, Geoff, thought otherwiseé/hilst pulling the

front end apart to fit the lowered Pedders gear, Geoff decided to go through it. My job was to
clean all the dirty bits. Over 50 years of crud had to be chiselled off the components. | got a
full bucket out of it. Then it was sand down all the metal work and paint. | got into trouble

because the epoxy rust kil paint was too
with the red Pedder shocks and springs. The front end was irkedtyagood condition.
Geoffres hi mmed the ball joints, greased every

ready to go. Maybe the 58,000 miles on the speedo is correct, as the previous owner claims.

The next thing we attacked were the brakes. Thpylkeking on so you could not move the
car . | wasnodét too happy about this, as I
the drums, linings, hoses and all cylinders to them. They supplied all new shoes, brake hoses
supposedly all cylinderstainless steel lined and reconditioned. Geoff pulled the master
cylinder off and dissembled it It was alloy lined not stainless, full of crud in the oil galleries

and incorrectly assembled. After his magic and refitting, the brakes are superiSirGcdy

can make drum brakes that good. Until vyou
to do.

Many thanks to all our Committee holders for your help in putting our magazine together.
Our goal is to make the magazine as big and bright andfehas possible. Any Simca

stories, photos, Club members may remember, please forward them to us. Each member of
our Club is important to us and the more contact we lhgenore we maintain ourab

spirit.

We seem for various reasons, to have batengetting the magazine out this year. This is
something we are going to address in the New Year. Xmas has come and gone and the New
Year is on us. To one and all, our friends in the Club, have a great year.

Kind regards

lain and Leila

P.S.Wish to apologiseatour WA team rgpart 2 of KerryTor py 6s articl e.
hours to format it and the computer would have none of it. We will sort it for next issue.
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I n November we had our Launceston AWeagso n

but some lovely cars.
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PRESIDENTS REPORY Vince Parisi

Presidenis Report December 2016

Hello all and | hope that this Newsletter finds you all strong, healthy and

excited as we approach the Festive Season. Of course that means lots of

family time and lots n lots of food, drink and merriment, and of course it

also means that the sun is shining and it is theest time of the year where

we are able to enjoy getting out and about in our Simcas, so | hope for
those of you that can, you are enjoy

2017 is the year of our Rally and AGM in Coolangatta and from all reports

the build up is starting to escalée and come the new year it will come

round very quick, the work of the Q/land team is very much appreciated,

| et 6s make this as big as we can and
very much appreciated, it will be an event that will be talked aboutdr

many years to come, | Om sureé

| have been very busy with the AVede
Sandown Historic meeting and also the Geelong Revival sprint in

November, the completion of the 4sp gearbox install was finished two days
before the Sandowrmeeting where the Vedette performed outstandingly

(still has that lack of HP), it is a completely different vehicle to drive and

am able to power thru corners, (|l ook
the Geelong Sprint it was actually breaking tractionat the start... | was

very humbled and proud to receive the Na Champion 2016 Trophy from

the Historic Touring Car Association of Victoria Club at their presentation

night... Next is the Emi Sul transplant for the Vedette, so keep an ear to the
ground in 2017 for the most powerful Vedette the World has ever seen
comes our waye

Wishing you and your families the very Merriest and most Joyful

Christmas ever, | hope you eat, drink and laugh until it hurts, | hope you

all stay safe and strong over this FestivBeason and also hope that Santa
brings you what you wish for, whatev

t
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A communication between Vince and Kevin Lemm, Victoria. Wow, Kevin what an exciting
project.

Hi Vince,

Thanks for the chat tonight.

I'll write this before | get busy and forget to............... 1

I'm a member of the Fiat Car Club of Victoria and was looking for a pre-war car as a project.

My first preference was an Fiat or Italian sports car but soon realized that cars of that age are beyond
my budget.

| saw a 1936 Simca-Fiat Coupe advertised by a Dealer in England earlier this year that looked very
pretty and reasonably complete.

After quite a bit of effort | now have it home in the garage.

It's basically a Fiat 508 Balilla, there are only 5 or so of them in Australia.

The mechanicals don't scare me, however the body will need more skills than | possess to get it
together again.

| had it cleaned for Australian Quarantine before it left England and unfortunately that also did a lot of
damage.

I'm also after some original parts such as tail lights, a better grille, left hand door handle.

So it'll be some time before it appears at your French Festival!

From our conversation it looks like | have the only one in Australia which in some regards is good, but
chasing the parts I'll need means I'm up for a lot of work overseas.

Anyway, if you don't mind putting something in your newsletter, it might still turn up a lead, either here
or in France/ltaly.

The first pic is as it was advertised.

The other shot is when we picked it up from Quarantine a few weeks ago.

If your close to Blackburn Nth at some stage I'm happy to give you a look.

Regards,

Kevin Lemm

0407439176
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Congratulations Vince. Na Champion Cup

and well deserved considering the enormous

effort put in to winning it. A bit more classy
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The elusive Emi SulHemv i y { | WA gz{, {} Ag¢f fwu¥w8g s
Apparently it was a toss up between a unit on Darling Harbour or the Hemi. Vince
a{iw~= uvuz¢, w 8zw [w {UGO0AA4

A Vedette Esplanada. |
gather a Brazilian styling
exercise. Has to be
rare.
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Vince and racing Vedette at recent Geelong Revival

WLELONG GEELON
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Vince racing at Sandown Historics. Yes that front wheel is off the ground.
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A gorgeous young lady and a gorgeous
mature lady.
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Secretary's Report

| should start at the beginning and thank the Committee for inviting me to
nominate for the position @ecretary. | am honoured and will do my best.

Arrangements: On the mechanical side, changes to the Club's bank account
signatories have been settled, so we can now pay any bills. A Paypal account
has now been set up so members can pay their feesvillhisake it easier

for our overseas members.

Financial Position:As at 30 November, the bank account balance stood at
$6979.77.

A total of $1975 for membership fees is forecasted to be collected for 2017,
so far, $420 has been received (to W&mber). Not yet paid? Wiggle time.

We are aware of a scam, where the President sends an email to the Secretary
instructing an amount be paid to a particular bank account, with other
details, like reason for payment, to follow. Cheeky eh?

Membersip: Currently the Club has 49 financial members, and three Life
Members (Nance Hodge, John and Evelyn Pickles).

Renewals: keep'em rolling in.

National Meet:

We've placed an advert in Restored Cars, Unique Cars and Just Cars about the timing and
venuefor the National Meet. We might just get a few extra people, you never know.

Contact details have been updated too.

With accommodation, deposits have been paid to Billabong CP by the following

members.

C1 Crombie Deposit Paid
C3 On hold for Simca Car Club

C4 Barrett Deposit Paid
C5 Huntly Deposit Paid
C6 Smith Deposit Paid
M6 Stapley Deposit Paid

M7 Ryan Deposit Paid
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M8 Murphy Deposit Paid
M9 Parsi Deposit Paid
M10 Verhagen Deposit Paid
B60 Dyer Deposit Paid
B65 Rose Deposit Paid
B8O Rogers Deposit Paid
B66 Onhold for Simca Car Club

If your name is not on this list, suggest you get a wiggleooontact me.

Cheers

Doug Murphy

Have heart Doug, this is what she will look like. You are a legend, msealgtor in metal
than restorer. In fact both.
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QUEENSLAND REPOR by Luke Huny

Hi Everyone,

Nothing much has happened in Roma since our last report. Skip is hard at work on the
0SFOK Ay wA2 | f0K2dzZaK KS RR6Rendide i Maintedt Kt G
glra GKSy 2FF G2 2leySQa LXIOS (G2 3sSa I yS
race track. Wayne is also restoring a P60 which he hopes to have ready for the 2017 Rally.
He has been lucky enough to find a vehicléhwaitgood body and mechanicals.

Hereare8 YS LIK2@G2a 2F 52d2AaQa +SRSGGS wO2YAy3a |

The first photo shows the rusted pieces that have been cut out and replaced. It would easily
fill a bucket! The three pieces on the lower left | will keep, just in case any other restorer
would like shape and dimensions to reproduce the sliigeresting there was extensive rust
around the rear spring hangers, at some stage, without repair, there would belcome
drama, either from driving along, or from jacking the car.

You might aslboug why take on
a project that involves so much
work. Well the answer is, this car
was an older restoration and
from all outward appearances, it
f221SR fA1Sdalat 20
of work. Doug was quite
prepared for dents and respray,
new rubber and rechroming, etc.
But, underneath the panels,
there was sheet metal welded
over rusty parts, even fibreglass
plastered over rust.Surprises of
! the unpleasant kind.Youhave to
ask yourself, what has hgotten into? But you reach a point, where loss minimisation is to
keep going.

Other photos show the car progressively coming together, with panels prepared so all gaps
(between doors and bonnet with panels, etc) are acceptabktthe doors and bonnet close
neatly. Many times the panels haveeen put on then taken off. The panels in the photos

will be removed again and painted for final assembly.

None of this would be possible without the old school knowledge and skill &l beater,
Peter. Pete, you do wonderful workA magician with metal.

In the meantime, all grommets and bushes, tag washes etc are being sourced so the front
and rear suspensions and steering can be put back@mdaving along.
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From the meetig in Albury a question was raised about winches on trailers, towing and
load specifications. Below is some information we found. Hopefully it will answer the
guestions raised.

The following information came from the Queensland Historic Motoring Council

QHMC Bulletin - 22nd September 2016 - Towing in NSW

As a result of suggestions made at a QHMC general meeting that it is illegal to pick up a car
in New SouthWales and tow it to another State unless it is on a licensed tow truck, we have
contacted NSWRMS forclarification.

The following information has been provided by the Senior Investigations Officer, Tow Truck
Investigation Unit NSW RMS. Similar information has also been provided to DTMR in
response to thesame enquiry.Applicable legislation

New South Wales Tow Truck Act 1998
http://www.leqgislation.nsw.gov.au/inforce/9d112ba44bacbfcd684e0d408el12ead/1998

111.pdf
New South Wales Tow Tok Regulation 2008

http://www.leqgislation.nsw.gov.au/regulations/200866.pdf
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This legislation only applies to the towing industry and those that should be registered as
commercialtowing operators under this legislation. It does not apply to private people
moving their own vehicles, dor example, assisting a friend move a car for no charge.

The following information came from the Cars Guide Website:
http://www.carsquide.com.au/caadvice/vehicleveightsexplainedtare-kerb-gvim-
payloadand-trailer-figures37482

Tare Mass or Weight

This is theweight of an empty standard vehicle with all of its fluids (oils, coolants) but with
only 10 litres of fuel in the tank. We assume 10 litres was chosen as an industry standard to
allow otherwise empty vehicles to be driven to and from a weighbridge.

KerbMass or Weight

This is the same as Tare Mass, but with a full tank of fuel and without any accessories fitted
(bull bars, tow bars, roof racks etc). Think of it as your standard vehicle literally parked at
the kerb and ready for you to get in and driveaw

Gross Vehicle Mass (GVM) or Weight (GVW)

This is the maximum your vehicle can weigh when fully loaded as specified by the
manufacturer. You will usually find this GVM figure on the vehicle's weight placard
(generally found in the driver's door openingr in the owner's manual. So GVM is the Kerb
Mass plus driver, passengers, luggage, pet dog, esky, tool kit and whatever else you're
taking with you. And if you're towing something, GVM also includes the Tow Ball Download.

Payload

This is simply thenaximum load your vehicle can carry as specified by the manufacturer.
Just deduct your vehicle's Kerb Mass from its Gross Vehicle Mass (GVM) and what's left is
the amount of stuff you can load into it. Don't forget this includes all passengers and their
luggage, which can seriously bite into your payload. For example, if your vehicle has a 1000
kg (1.0 tonne) payload, five big blokes will use up about half of that before you even start
throwing in their luggage and a couple of cold slabs!

Gross Vehicle AglMass or Weight
GLGYUE AYLRNIFYyG (2 1y2¢6 0GKIFIG @2dz2N) gSKAOE S

This is the maximum load that your vehicle's front and rear axles can carry as specified by
the manufacturer. You will usually find these figures in the ownaesiual. The combined
gross axle weights usually exceed the GVM, to provide a safety margin. Even so, it's
important to know that your vehicle's GVM has been distributed evenly for safe and
efficient operation.

Tare Trailer Mass or Weight (TARE)

This is tle weight of an empty trailer. The term ‘trailer' covers everything you can tow or
'trail' behind a vehicle, from a singixle box trailer or camper trailer to motorcycle and-jet
ski trailers right on up to heavy duty muétkle boat trailers and caravané.it's a camper



http://www.carsguide.com.au/car-advice/vehicle-weights-explained-tare-kerb-gvm-payload-and-trailer-figures-37482
http://www.carsguide.com.au/car-advice/vehicle-weights-explained-tare-kerb-gvm-payload-and-trailer-figures-37482
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trailer or caravan, its Tare Mass unlike a motor vehicle does not include fluids like water
tanks, LPG tanks, toilet systems. Also known as Dry Weight for obvious reasons.

Gross Trailer Mass (GTM) or Weight (GTW)

This is the maximum axlead that your trailer is designed to carry as specified by its
manufacturer. It is the combined weight of your trailer and its payload but does not
including the Tow Bar Download (see separate heading). The GTM is usually displayed on
the trailer or in he owner's manual.

Aggregate Trailer Mass (ATM) or Weight (ATW)

This is the Gross Trailer Mass (GTM) plus the Tow Bar Download (see separate heading). In

other words, the ATM is the maximum towing weight of the trailer/caravan as specified by
the manufactrer.

Gross Combination Mass (GCM) or Weight (GCW)

G¢2¢6Ay3d FAIdzZNBEEA Of FAYSR o6& &2YS Y ydzFl O dzN

This is the maximum weight allowed for your vehicle and trailer combined, as specified by
the tow vehicle's manufacturer.hls is where you have to pay close attention to your
vehicle's GVM and your trailer's ATM, because those two figures determine the GCM and
one directly affects the other.

For example, say your vehicle has a Kerb Mass of 2500 kg, a GVM of 3500 kg andfa GCM
5000 kg.

At its Kerb Mass of 2500 kg the manufacturer says it can legally tow another 2500 kg, but
that towing weight decreases in direct proportion to how much the tow vehicle's weight
increases. So if you loaded up the towing vehicle to its GV3b@® kg (or a payload of 1000

kg), that would only leave a towing capacity of 1500 kg to meet the GCM of 5000 kg. If the
tow vehicle's GVM dropped to 3000 kg (or a payload of 500 kg), its towing capacity would
increase to 2000 kg and so on.

The hairychested towing figures claimed by some manufacturers should all carry a large
asterisk and explanation of this fact!

Tow Bar Download (TBD)

The amount of weight on your tow bar is crucial to safe and efficient towing and needs to be
mentioned here. Anyuality tow bar will have a placard or similar showing the maximum
tow bar capacity (kg) and maximum tow bar download (kg). Make sure the tow bar you
choose is designed specifically to suit your vehicle and your towing capacity requirements.

Typically theTBD should also be around-18 percent of the Gross Trailer Mass (GTM),
which for peace of mind can also be calculated using the GTM and TBD figures as shown
here: TBD divided by GTM x 100 = % of GTM.

The following information came from the AdelaideileraHire website:
http://www.adelaidetrailerhire.com/howto-restraina-motor-vehicleonto-a-cartrailer.html
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3.) Use only Australian approved tie downs or chains that are rated to withstand the load being carried. The straps should be
strong enough to prevent the load from moving in the event of an accident.

When buying tie downs, look for quality Australian straps that have the manufactures WLL: (Weight Load Limit) or LC: (Load
Capacity) stamped and certified on the label.

4.) When choosing the WLL rating of your straps, you will need to know the weight of the car/load being carried on the
trailer. (Most car weights can be found in the manufactures hand book or online in a Google search). Below is a diagram of
the tie downs required for a car that weighs 2000kg. Note that the rear straps are required to be rated to at least the
weight of the car/load being moved to withstand any braking force of the towing vehicle. The front straps are only required
to be rated to half the load weight being carried on each corner, however we recommend that you use tie downs that are
rated to withstand the full weight of the load on all 4 corners of the vehicle.

1T 7\= =7 2T

Chain WEIGHT Chain
2000ky

C‘Il1;'i-n\‘ ] 3 C%a1i-n

<== FORWARD

(An example of the tie down ratings required for a vehicle that weight 2T)

The car MUST be secured to the trailer on ALL 4 CORNERS.

Recovery winches MUST NOT be used for restraining loads or vehicles.

A motor vehicle can be restrained to a car trailer using 2 basic methods.

1. Wheel Restraint, or
2. Direct Lashing.

The method that you choose will depend mainly on the type of motor vehicle being towed on the trailer.
Most modern light vehicles are equipped with special under-body brackets to enable lashings to be attached.
Vehicles should not be carried unrestrained on car carriers. Where lashings are attached to axles or wheels, care should be
taken to ensure the lashings do not damage brake pipes, hoses, anti-lock brake sensors or other components.

1. Wheel Restraint.

A motor vehicle can be restrained to a car by tie-down, by webbing assemblies, which attach to or over the wheels.

When using the wheel restraint method, it is important to tension the wheel from the outer most point to prevent
ANY movement whilst traveling.
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2. Direct Lashing.

Direct lashings are attached to axles, suspension or lashing points. They should be angled at no more than 25 degrees to
minimise bouncing. A minimum of two lashings must be used and arranged so that, when tensioned, a downward force is applied
to each wheel.

EXAMPLES OF TOW POINTS

These methods are only effective if the wheels are prevented from rotating by chocks or recesses in the deck.

MNote: These methods depend on the tyres remaining inflated during transport. If the tyre loses air, all restraint is lost. Tyre
pressures should be checked before and during the journey.

Tie-down should not be used if vehicle parking brakes or transmission locks are the only way of preventing the wheels rotating.
Wheel chocks that can become loose and loose equipment, including ramps and lashing assemblies, must be adequately
restrained on the carrying vehicle.

DO NOT ATTEMPT TO RESTRAIN A MOTOR VEHICLE ON A CAR TRAILER FROM THE TOW BALL!

Wishing everyone Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Luke & Michelle Huntly
Queensland Representatives

Some Car This Simca Pagel9
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WESTERNWHISPERS T f gTgX eXceXf Xag

By John Picle s

I can hardly believe that Christmas is just around the corner, either my brakes have seized or
A0l d Man Timed has invested in a turbo char
the most exciting part of the year for our young people and | was digrbed to read a recent
comment from a so called academic encouraging parents not to promote Santa as being real,
obviously there was some problems in his ho
whatever age, we all do our bit of dreaming and wouldot be disappointed if Santa was to leave
a Simca under the tree.

LI'KE THI'S 1/18 SCALE SI MCA ARONDE P60 AMONT

Since having disposed of my two Vedetteobs |
much have missed not being involved in the French Car Day and having the opportunity to
catch up with the many old friends. You may ask what has happened to the TagoCorona?

Well, the old girl is on stands in the shed with the replacement motor sitting in the engine bay
attached to the end of the engine crane. | had a problem lining up the dowel on the bell housing
with the hole on the engine and on the day | suddgnbecame unwell and abandoned the efforts,
ended up in hospital isolation for four days with what now appears to have been a bite of sorts,
so the old girl sits there until | recover.

While in the West the club may be down on quantity but certainly notn quality which is

evident with Darrel taking the trophy at the French Car Festival for the best other marque,
here i s what Darrel has to sayeéeéé.
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It was another great French Car day on the foreshore of the Swan River in Perth. This was
combined with Borjour Perth, the Perth French community's Fete of great French food,
artisans, entertainment and produce. A beautiful 28 degree day. There was a wide variety of
marquessuch as Bugatti, De Dion, Alpine and of course, Simca. There was a big display of
Peuged, Renault and Citroen. A welcome surprise was a Peugeot engineered historic wooden
speedboat named "Cindy". | recall watching her racing on the Swan, and it was a very

27X

e

A G s RN
competitive boat. There was a fair bit of dust raised as cars and trucks setting up thenues, so
quite a few cars were covered in dust. Outame the chamois so the cars could be displayed to
their best advantage My Simca 1000GL won the hearts of the ladies, especially a couple of some
French Madamoiselles. The lowered P60 seemed to atttehe male spectators; and won the
trophy for "best other Marque". Very pleased to have tat acknowledgementAgain, a well
organised event and combined with Bonjour Perth, attracts a great cross section of the
community. I'm looking forward to next year already.

Some Car This Simca
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Inever ceased to be amazed of wha't comes out

should I say the old shed! Perhaps not straight from the shed but out of nowhere
comes this Vedette that recently appeared at the Western Australian country
Katanning Show, till now | have been able to locate the owner. This photograph

: : Katanning & Districts also went out
..... ——— on the Agricultural Show circuit

Also in South Australia there is an original partly dismantled Simca Vedette for
sale which is said to have a reconditioned motor (not my words). The car while in

bits is 100% but does require a | ot of work

i Py %4 2R
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fiMerry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

May the coming year be full of joy and happi

John. Interested parties can contact Kim Kader at kimkader@bigpond.net.au

appeared in the November 2016 issue of HAEar|
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VICTORIAN TASMANIA REPRESENTATIVES REPORT

by Chris Bailey

Geelong Motoring Revival

On the shores of Corio Bay 27/11/16

Well now in its 60" Year ,again this Event was held over two days
on the Geelong Waterfront . bay one is for more Modern Vehicles
and Day two for all things Classic, Veteran, Historic Touring Cars
and Classic Bikes.

Sunday started off with light showers aﬁd ended on with sunshine
to again bring out the crowds who enjoyed every minute watching
as each vehicle passed through its timed stage .

Vince had the Vedette singing a fine song and after light Wheel spin
on the first run it continued to the end with the help of that 4 speed

Gearbox . Run 2, produced a smooth get away with the Vedette
passing by me at the half way marker in 3" Gear pulling away to

find that new 4™ .

Vince after Lunch had two more Runs and the Vedette ran without
a problem all day . Whilst in the Pit area ,many Viewers came up to
Vince asking about the Car, its History and those who remarked
their Families in a previous life had owned a Vedette or a Simca

in general . It was a pity on the Day that the Event Announcers

did not give the Simca more attention and Credit for if nothing

else at least being at the Event and giving it fair Go .

The next outing for the Simca will be in March 2017 at Philip Island .




The Australian Simca P60 Aronde Four Door Station Wagon.

Simcas were imported into Australia from 1949, with the Simca 8 the most popular model in the
carly years. By 1956, Vedettes and Arondes were being imported in parts and assembled by
Continental and General in Melbourne. After the acquisition of Simca by Chrysler, assembly
was moved to the Chrysler assembly plant in Adelaide, South Australia. Importation in part
form was a move to escape heavy tariffs on fully imported vehicles. As time went on, the cars
were built with significant levels of Australian components, which make them slightly different
from the French models, but identical in body shape. For example, all interior trim was locally
sourced, along with wiring, batteries, glass and paint. As early as 1956, the Australian Aronde
had 40% Australian content.

Only the four door Aronde sedan body was imported into Australia. Both the 90A and P60
Aronde sedan were popular, but Chrysler felt they needed a station wagon in the range to
compete in the market place. The French Chatelaine wagon was examined, but it was
considered unsuitable for the Australian market as it had only two doors and retained the old
90A rear body shape.

The introduction of the P60 sedan led to a very rapid design project to develop a four door
station wagon configuration suited to Australian conditions that could be built onto the sedan
kits imported from France. A prototype of the car was presented to Simca, and legend has it that
they were at first very angry that such liberties had been taken with their car! With cooler heads,
however, they recognised the quality of the innovative interior design, seating arrangement and
styling. Production commenced and the car was released on November 23 1961 at a price of
1159 pounds, compared with 999 pounds for the sedan.

The station wagon is a very well designed adaptation of the P60 sedan. The sedan roof was cut
just behind the central pillar, and a new, Australian pressed roof section was welded in. The rear
pillars and the tailgate were also Australian made. The front of the car, doors, door frames, rear
wings and floor pan are the same as the sedan. The tailgate features a wind down rear window
arrangement, in contrast with the split unit found on the Chatelaine.

The Chief Stylist for Chrysler Australia at the time, Brian Smyth, recalls that he was given a set
of specifications to work with that were a real challenge. To compete with larger wagons such
as the domestically produced General Motors' Holden, the carrying space and rear opening had
to be as large as possible. Brian still regrets that he was not able to taper the roof in further
towards the rear of the car. The need for function overcame form, but the effect is still rather
pleasing today. Brian also comments on the colours that the French cars were painted - they
looked dull, in his eyes. The Australian range of Simcas featured bright colours that certainly
bring back the era of the early 1960s when seen today!

The Project Engineer for the wagon body, Bill Self, started with Chrysler in 1934. He recalls
modelling the wagon body in clay. According to Bill, the car did not present many design
problems. The clay model was converted into a series of working diagrams on a chalkboard in a
seminar of planners and tooling designers from around the company. Bill recollects that Roy
Rainsford, the Chief Engineer, contributed a lot to the project. There is no doubt in Bill's mind
that it was "a magnificent project”... ..unfortunately, the conversion to reality was a little more
difficult, as there were build quality difficulties from the start. "The panels in the kits from
France were from six or seven different contract suppliers. We often had to use a quarter of an
inch (6 mm) of lead loading to get the panels to fit" says Bill.
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