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0ÅÔÅÒ 7ÁÌËÅÒȭÓ 3ÕÐÅÒÂÌÙ  
Restored Simca 1000 Coupe. 
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SIMCA CAR CLUB AUSTRALIA Inc 
Dedicated to the preservation and restoration of SIMCA cars for the purpose of maintaining the Simca 
marque as part of the motoring history of Australia.  
 

The Club was formed to provide technical information and spare parts assistance to Simca club 
members. 
 

The Club has an affiliation with Simca owners and clubs throughout the world, permitting a global 
update of Simca activities to our members.  

 

The Club maintains a register of Simca owners through our specialist Registrar for both Simca and 
Simca Vedette. 
 

The views or opinions offered by members in this newsletter ï Swallow Tales may not necessarily 
represent the views or opinions of the Committee of Management. 
 

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT (as elected at the 2019 AGM) 
 

 

President: 

 

 

Rob Stapley   Mobile: 0414 780 395 

12 Pioneer Ave 

LOBETHAL  SA  5241 Email:  inastapley123@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary/Treasurer: 

 

Doug Murphy Ph: (07) 3207 2457 Mobile 0402845925 

PO Box 2151 

Wellington Pt QLD 4160  Email doug@realres.com.au 

Editor: Iain and Leila Dyer Ph: (03) 63442601 Mobile: 0419353075 
121 Penquite Road 

Newstead Tas 7250  Email: sales@autocourt.com.au 
 

Public Officer: Ian Powell  Mobile: 0438913541 
Email: 76matra@gmail.com 

 

State Representatives:  

 

 NEW SOUTH WALES 

 

Ian Powell   Mobile:  0438913541 

Email: 76matra@gmail.com 

 QUEENSLAND Luke Huntly Ph: (07) 46223361 Mobile: 0439830117 

Email: beitz@hwy54.com.au 

  

 SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

 

 
Rob & Ina Stapley Ph: (08) 8389 6176 

Email: inastapley123@hotmail.com 
 

 VICTORIA / TASMANIA 

 

Andrew Woodson 

Email: andyz52@hotmail.com 

 WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

 & Life Member 

 

John Pickles Ph: (08) 9535 5023 

Email: jpickles3@bigpond.com 
 

 NEW ZEALAND 
 

Gerard Crombie 

Email: westquay@xtra.co.nz 
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mailto:sales@autocourt.com.au
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FROM THE XW\gbećf WXf^ Ă by Iain Dyer 

 
 

3ÅÁÓÏÎȭÓ ÇÒÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÏÕÒ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȢ  !Ó ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒ ÄÒÁ×Ó ÔÏ Á ÃÌÏÓÅȟ ÍÁÎÙ 
will be grateful to see the end of 2020.  I must say for us down in Tasmania 
we are fortunate, the pandemic has made very little impact on our lives, 
especially if you are retired.  What it has done, has spurred many of us to 
get on with jobs that have been put on the back burner.  We have spent 
most of the year renovating our house, with pleasing results.  Other states 
have had it a bit tougher, but generally, we are so blessed to live in good old 
!ÕÓÓÉÅȢ  7ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÁÄ -ÉÃË 7ÁÒÄȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5+ȟ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÁÌÉÓÅ ÈÏ× 
blessed. 
 
Now that various vaccines have been rolled out, there is a chance we may 
see somÅ ÓÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÎÏÒÍÁÌÉÔÙ ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒȢ  ,ÅÔȭÓ ÈÏÐÅ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÔÏÏ ÍÁÎÙ ÓÉÄÅ 
effects from the vaccine that will slow the process.  My daughter who is a 
nurse,ÕÎÃÈÁÒÉÔÁÂÌÙ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÍÅȟ Ȱ$ÏÎȭÔ ×ÏÒÒÙ ÄÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÄÅ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ 
ÔÁËÅ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÔÏ ÓÈÏ×ȟ ÓÏ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÎȭÔ ×ÏÒÒÙ ÙÏÕȢȱ  7itch, she can keep her 
prophecies to herself.   
 
I would like to thank our State contributors for their sterling work in 
assisting with Swallow Tales.  It has been difficult this last year with not 
much car action going on, to find much to report.  Reports have been 
fantastic, feeding I think, the relaxed friendly atmosphere, the Club thrives 
on.  I particularly would like to thank David Reeves for his travel log on the 
adventures of Alice.   David and Alice are both adventurous spirits and it is 
pleasing to see the car so well used.  Only last year Alice made the trip from 
1,$ ÔÏ 4ÁÓ Á ÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÒÉÐ ÏÆ ÓÏÍÅ τȟπππ ËÌÍȭÓȢ  3ÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÄÏÎÅ ÐÌÅÎÔÙ ÏÆ ËÌÍȭÓ 
since.  The year before Skip Verhagen brought his wagon down from QLD 
to Vic, for French day.  My plan is to do a similar trip with our Simca 
ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÉÔ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÅÄ ÁÔ present, let alone drive it to QLD.   
 
In my shed I have fashioned a voodoo doll that looks remarkably like 
7ÁÙÎÅ 9ÅÏȢ  ,ÁÔÅÒ ÔÏÄÁÙȟ )ȭÍ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ "ÕÎÎÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ Á ÌÁÒge bag of 
nasty spikes.  Over the next week I will savour sticking the spikes into all 
sorts of spots in the doll.  Why? Let me explain.  Talking to Wayne I became 
interested in a particular hot up recipe of his, involving a Weber and 
exhaust modifications etc. (See Pics).  Readers will be familiar with the 
process from previous Swallow Tales.   Last week it was all finally finished 
and ready to fire.  I had to sell a kidney to pay for it all, but surely worth it.  
Not so far. 
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Fitting the modified head. 
 
We made an accelerator 
linkage at the workshop 
which turned out to be 
horrible.  The problem is 
the solex pulls and the 
Weber pushes, we will 
have to make a well 
thought out cable set up, 
we will also have to make a 
different choke set up.  
Anyway, back to the big 

moment, hit the key and fired her up.  She bellowed into life with the best 
note.  She used to have a harsh bark, but now she has a deep note cross 
between a Fiat 124 and a MGB.  The best Simca I ever heard.   
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So far this is all the good news.  On the run home it kept over fuelling and 
fouÌÉÎÇ ÐÌÕÇÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÐÕÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÓËÉÎ ÏÆÆ Á ÃÕÓÔÁÒÄȢ  ) ÈÁÄ ÂÌÏÃËÅÄ ÏÆÆ ÔÈÅ 
return to tank outlet and since have been surprised how much fuel was 
actually coming out of it.  I bought all new fuel line and replaced the main 
line, including a one way valve Morrie sent me.  I ran a new fuel line from 
the return to tank outlet, with a filter to act as a restrictor, to a t-piece 
before the fuel pump in the main line. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I re-checked the timing fitted new plugs and went for a run .Hugely 
disappointing!  The over fuelling is fixed, but the car is just ÄÅÁÄ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÎȭÔ 
go.  I pulled a plug when I got back, which is a perfect brown colour, ÓÏ ÉÔȭÓ 
not over fuelling.  Something is fundamentally wrong.  It was driveable, just 
and as I had to take my granddaughter to her ÌÅÁÖÅÒȭÓ dinner the next day, I 
left it at that.  3.30 the next day I go to get it out to pick up my 
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ÇÒÁÎÄÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ) ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÅÖÅÎ ÂÁÃË ÉÔ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÒÁÇÅȢ  ) ÑÕÉÃËÌÙ ÇÏÔ 
hold of a mate of mine, who has a pretty tidy FC Holden and we used that.  I 
was pretty gutted, so was my granddaughter, it was a big deal for her to 
arrive in granddads Simca. 

 
Bella Dyer and Granddad Dyer 

 
I know this is the Simca Club but I have inserted a photo of her and the FC.  
She is pretty gorgeous.  So Wayne, if you feel a sharp stabbing pain 
ÓÏÍÅ×ÈÅÒÅ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÎÁÄÏÌȟ ÉÔȭÓ Á "ÕÎÎÉÎÇÓ ÓÐÉËÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ 
×ÏÎȭÔ ×ÏÒËȢ  4ÈÏÓÅ ψπ ÂÒÁËÅ ÈÏÒÓÅÐÏ×ÅÒ ÙÏÕ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÄ ÍÅ, have got very 
short legs, in fact that short, they must have belly rash.  It is the fire season 
so I must ring Shannons and up the insurance!!!! 
 
Talking to Morrie and Geoff, Leila and I are hanging out for our NSW Rally.  
We really missed our Vic catch-up and are looking forward to the Rally.  We 
of course will have something sorted on our car by then.  Coming from 
NSW, I have spent some time on the south coast and it is just fabulous.  One 
of my favourite town is Narooma and was saddened that the bush fires 
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destroyed many timber structures.  The old buildings and wharves make 
ÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÏ×ÎÓȢ  'ÅÏÆÆ 2ÏÓÅ ÍÏÏÒȭÓ ÈÉÓ ÔÉÍÂÅÒ ÌÁÕÎÃÈ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
surrounding waterways are superb. 
 
We missed out on the Bay to Birdwood this year, I must say the organisers 
were very professional.  After the event, they sent us an invitation to next 
ÙÅÁÒȭÓ event and a badge commemorating the 2020 event.  All things being 
equal, mainly health, we hope to attend next year.  Speaking of health, 
hoping the New Year is kind to all our members in good health and cheer.  
We look forward to meeting as many members as possible.   
 
Merry Xmas to all, with kindest regards, 
 
Iain and Leila Dyer. 

                                                    4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ Á 3ÉÍÃÁȦ 
 
 
 
 



SWALLOW TALES                             Number 4                                December  2020 

 

 S o me  C a r  T h i s  S i m c a 
 

Page 7 

PRESIDENTS REPORT -  by Rob Stapley 
 
 

 Hi all,  
 
Well the year is nearly done and dusted. As a club we seem 
to have survived as strong as ever. New challenges for most 
and the tv today is showing reunions etc. as borders finally 
open and travel restrictions are relaxed for most states.  
Perhaps we can start planning next ȅŜŀǊΩǎ events. I wonder if 
our National Rally will eventuate, certainly hope so, for those 
planning this event perhaps a new sense of certainty and 
hope.  
¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ άWǳǎǘ /ŀǊǎέ Ƙŀǎ ŀ tсл ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ ŀǘ 
$8,500. South Australian car in good restorable condition and 
recently a black P60 sedan was advertised locally for $6,500. 
There must be more cars hidden away in sheds waiting for 
someone to take the big leap and begin a restoration. We 
appreciate Skips efforts on the Facebook page reposting bits 
and pieces all things Simca.  
Christmas is fast approaching and Ina and I wish all our 
friends and members a happy time hoping you can share 
with loved ones, realizing that some members will be 
experiencing sadness as well and our thoughts are with you 
and we remember the good times  
 
Regards. Robert. 
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fXVeXgTelćf eXcbeg - by  Doug Murphy 

 

 

 

Secretary Report: A very quiet period ɀ Covid caused.  
Member Lorraine Laney- ÓÈÅ ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒÓ ÔÈÅ #ÌÕÂȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȟ ÁÄÖÉÓÅÓȟ ÉÎ 
ÓÐÉÔÅ ÏÆ ÓÃÁÍ ÅÍÁÉÌÓȟ ÔÈÅ #ÌÕÂȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÉÓ ÆÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎÉÎÇ 
properly. Good one Lorraine.  
A few weeks ago, I had an enquiry, a fellow wanting to sell a Vedette 
hubcap , so I sent out an email to all members; it was bought by Laurie 
Borg. Good one Laurie. Seems to me this is the best way to go, sending a 
global email and anyone interested can respond. Saves a lot of time. From 
USA, Richard Bonfond is wanting to make contact with the Simca 
movement in the US- referred to John Pickles to follow up.  
This year was the inaugural video broadcast internationally of the Bay to 
Birdwood.  
 
Treasurer Report : From Jul 1 to November 30 this year, income was $85 ɀ 
from subscriptions, and Expenditure of $292.32, being Newsletter 
publication costs. This leaves a balance of $5002. As the only asset of the 
Club is cash and there are no liabilities, the Balance Sheet balance is $5002 
 
Membership: Officer : The Club has three new members: Ted and Sherrill 
Church of Blenheim NZ. Ted and Sherrill purchased the 1957 Vedette 
Versaille which previously belonged to the late Keith Marshall of Dunedin.  
Barry Fletcher of Gracemere (near Rockhampton), is now the proud owner 
of the P60 purchased from Alex Connors who bought it from me.  
 Bernard Andrivon, a Club member from  the long term past, is in the 
process  of joining the Club. Bernard lives in Macarthur Victoria and has a 
ωπ!Ȣ (ÅȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÃÁÒ ÒÁÃÉÎÇȢ  
 
Membership inquiries from Paul Harvey in WA and Kurt Testa, who has a 
1957 Elyse.  
 
Renewal of Memberships is due by 31 January.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 




