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SIMCA CAR CLUB AUSTRALIA Inc

Dedicated to the preservation and restoration of SIMCA cars for the purpose of maintaining the Simca
marque as part of the motoring history of Australia.

The Club was formed to provide technical information and spare parts assistance to Simca club
members.

The Club has an affiliation with Simca owners and clubs throughout the world, permitting a global
update of Simca activities to our members.

The Club maintains a register of Simca owners through our specialist Registrar for both Simca and
Simca Vedette.

The views or opinions offered by members in this newsletter i Swallow Tales may not necessarily
represent the views or opinions of the Committee of Management.

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT (as elected at the 2019 AGM)

President: Rob Stapley Mobile: 0414 780 395
12 Pioneer Ave
LOBETHAL SA 5241 Email: inastapleyl23@hotmail.com

Secretary/Treasurer: Doug Murphy Ph: (07) 3207 2457 Mobile 0402845925
PO Box 2151
Wellington Pt QLD 4160 Email doug@realres.com.au

Editor: lain and Leila Dyer Ph: (03) 63442601 Mobile: 0419353075
121 Penquite Road
Newstead Tas 7250 Email: sales@autocourt.com.au

Public Officer: lan Powell Mobile: 0438913541
Email: 76matra@gmail.com

State Representatives:

NEW SOUTH WALES lan Powell Mobile: 0438913541
Email: 76matra@gmail.com
QUEENSLAND Luke Huntly Ph: (07) 46223361 Mobile: 0439830117

Email: beitz@hwy54.com.au

SOUTH AUSTRALIA Rob & Ina Stapley Ph: (08) 8389 6176
Email: inastapleyl23@hotmail.com

VICTORIA / TASMANIA Andrew Woodson
Email: andyz52@hotmail.com

WESTERN AUSTRALIA John Pickles Ph: (08) 9535 5023
& Life Member Email: jpickles3@bigpond.com
NEW ZEALAND Gerard Crombie

Email: westquay@xtra.co.nz
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Greetings all,

Can you believe itis almost one year since our State Rally? It seems like
only a few weeks ago, Leila and | were in panic mode, getting everything
ready. We really enjoyed our time with everyone and really miss our catch
up, we should be having right now. Combined witthat, we also missed out
on the Bay to Birdswood trip we had organised.

Little did we realise that the world in which we held our rally would be the
one we find ourselves in now. Perhaps that world has changed forever.
Talking to my brother today, helives in California, a madness is gripping
the US population. We are fortunate to live in Australia, where law and
order is still upheld. You mainlanders can joke about Tasmanians having
Oxi EAAAOh AOO xA x1 OIAT80 OxADP OOAQAC

We have ben relatively free to move around and have had the Simca to a
couple of venues. The main one we missed out on, was Bastille day at Ross.
Ross is a delightful country village, with the main street being mainly
original stone colonial buildings. The Presient of the Tasmanian French
Car Club, invited the Simca Club, to join their festivities at the Man Of Ross
Hotel. | had the head off the Simca, so we went in our Citroen C5.

Some Car This Simca
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Meg and Mary also came along in their blue SIm@&A. Sure enough, when

we pulled up, there was the 90A parked up among other French brethren.
All told there were 50-60 people and they made us very welcome. The pub
provided an excellent lunch and as it proceeded awards were handed out.

When it cameO1T £AOTI OOEOA AAOh DPAIT PI A0 AEI

- A~

| OEAO OEAT -Ac60O0 Al OA wn! 3EI AAS

Meg got up proudly and received a certificate, bottle of French wine and a
French cap and flag. Low and behold, Leila won a lucky door prize and also
received a bottle of French wine andacap$ i1 1 6 O CAO O 1T OIi
fella, angry Noddy will be there next year! Hopefully, you never know these
days.

Some Car This Simca
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In between renovating the house and marketing cars, | decided to pull the
head off the Simca As members may remembeit was leaking oil out of
OEA EAAA CAOEAO 11 OEA OAAOQGEI O i1 0i
head gaskets. Keeping to the Wayne Yeo hot up plan, the next step was to
bump up the compression ratio to 8.5 and relieve thdanlet ports to
approximately 2 ml. Prior to removing the head, we ascertaed the
present ratio was around 7.5. Calculations showed, that to bump up to 8.5
we needed to shave off around 120thou. | set the head up and dremelled
out 2ml from the inlet ports, actually matching them to the ports in the
fabricated manifold. We have a head surfacer at the workshop and took
115thou off the head. There is not much left of the head base, so our
original calculations were probably out. We probably have-9.5. When we
road tested the car it pinged its brains out.

Remedy. | set the points incorrectly, not on the right spot on the cam, it had
old fuel in it and needed more of it. | reset the points and changed the
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timing slightly. The next step was to tke the main jet out to 130. | got a
1.3 drill bit and drilled out the main jet, got rid of the oId fuel and ran 98.
30EI1T A OIECEO PEITC 11 I ¢ BbOI ledh
IDA Weber is recoed and ready to go. That is the nexitesp, plus fit the

PN ~ s A~ s ~

7AUT A 9AT OOEAEU AQGEAODOOOS ) £ ) AEAI

the air correction jet and leave it at that. It pulls like a train and happily

AOEAAI AO AilT1¢ EI OEEOA EI OOAAZEAEAS

OAGO EO ATTA ) Ai CciETC Ol CAOh O30E

It is great to see Justin Walkers P60 ready for the road. What a stunning
restoration, | must say | love the colour combination. Hopefully we can get
a firsthand account, of he restoration for the next edition.

Christmas is just around the corner and hopefully our Victorian members,
xEl1 AA 1 AO 100 1T &£/ EAEI Au OEAT 8
got a mischievous twinkle in her eye!lThere is however no humourin the
distress business owners must be facing throughout the country. | must

confesss EOE | OO 0OAI EAO EAAPETI ¢ OEA ATl C

safe. Leila and | sincerely wish all club members, Aus and NZ safety in their
health, as we go throug this together.

Best wishes to all
lain and Leila Dyer

Pictured at Rossan English kit car aed on MG pars. The lines are
superb, certainly the best fibreglas®IlY kit | have ever seen.

Some Car This Simca
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Georgetown Coffee and Cake Run

) 06 O AbwAstndll to®ns across Tasmania have worked out, if you put
on a car show, the people will come. This is the case in Georgetown,
northern Tasmania. Members will remember Georgetown was part of our
rally tour.

A takeaway café owner who is a car enthusiisin conjunction with the
local Lions club, put on a coffee and cake run. This happens on the first
Sunday of every month and you just roll up and grab a spot. We took the
Simca a couple of weeks ago and went with a mate in his yellow hot rod.
We wereamong the first there and by 11.00 the township was full of cars.

The beauty of it wasthere were heaps of cars we had never seen before. |

set up the chairs behind the Simcavith my coffee and egg and bacon roll.

The sun was shining, no breeze, heaps of classics, heaven you say? Not so,
my coffee and roll both got cold, everyone wanted to know about the Simca.
Older people knew whatitwag 1 1 OO AEAT 6 08 and b OU |
photos were taken. The only problem was, | literally could not talk the next

day. Leila is eagerly looking forward to the next one! Zero sympathy
around here!

Some Car This Simca
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PRESIDENTS REPORY rob Stapley

Presidents Report.

Hi All,

The dreaded virus continues to create havoc all over Australia despite the
constant unknowns, | hope you are all coping and staying safe and well.
With the borders to each state slowly being opened it seems the
Cil OAOT i AT O EO POAPAOAA O OAAOEEEAA
economy. Local clubs are unable to hold meetings without a plethora of
paperwork and lists of attendees and social distancing, araf course if the
organisers can get a meeting up and running there will be no supper only
tea and coffee at meetings served by 1 person only. At the end of all this
upheaval there should be some sweet running Simca's about with all the
time being put into repairs and restorations. Personally | am working on
erecting shed number 2 and 3, so no projects happening for me. Luckily |
have 3 cars on historic rego so can get out for a drive when the urge takes
over. Wheeling and dealing never stops ,a gentlemarom Mnt Gambier
has found a P60 wagon to work on and Harsha submitted photos of 4 P60
sedans for sale, snapped up | believe for asking price $3000.the 4. Buying a
car interstate has its problems as it cant be inspected and cant easily be
delivered, certainly cant hitch up a trailer to drive to pick up.

However we hope members are well and looking forward to an end to 2020
and hoping for a better 2021.
Cheers. Rob.
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f XVeXgTel €41y musmubre g

Nothing to report in this edition

A travel tale by David Reeves on a lady who LOVES to travel!

The Further! AOAT OOOAO 1T & '1 EAAS8S8

) Al OOOA Ui 6 AOA Ai1l AACAO Ol eAAC

Gold Coast in the last school holidays. It was quite a cool Saturday morning
(5 degrees, if that) as the Winter school holidays began. A colleague of mine
was travelling with me, and we packed up the back of the Simca and we
were off, out the driveway at 5:00am, as planned.

Hurtling down the Burnett Highway | noticed that the temperaturegauge
was sitting quite high, around 100110. This seemed somewhat odd, seng
that she had been running beautifully beforehand, and it was, as |
previously mentioned, barely 5 degrees outside. She should have settled
down by the time we got to Thangool (about 10 km put of Bilo), but she the
needle on the guage was reluant to fall below 100. Everything seemed
AET A O1 AAO OEA AT 11T AOh j Al OET OCEN
sat on my glasses and bent them out of whagkit was ok, | only need them
Oi OAA ET OEA AAOEQ AT A OEA AglAido O
not burn my hand as | checked the radiator cap, so | figured that was a good
sign.

Off we went, with the guage reading a more appropriate level, but as we
started to pick up speed (from 60 to 80 kmh) hading out of town, the temp
gauge began to reada bit high again. Those of you who journeyed to
Tasmania in October 2019, may recall my (sometimes not so subtle)
paranoia about overheating, and as you might guess, we turned around and
headed back into Bilo, one eye firmly on thgauge yet it stayed panting at
100 z 110. My colleague and | did not feel like entertaining the idea of

x E

sitting on the side of te " OOT AOO (ECExAUh ET OE?/

morning with an outside temperature around 1 degreez it gets cooler as
you head along the Burnett!

We transferred all our gear from the back of the Simca, into the boot of the
Monaro Z Norma-Jean to the rescue! Take 2, departure at 6:00am, still dark,
and still cold, but in a much different mobile environment! When | say all
our gear, | could not find my louse keys when | returned 12 days later. |
cleared out the boot, console, door pockets and glove box of the Monaro,
AEAAEAA OEA CiTOAAT O 1T &£ OEA 3EI AA
they were. They had shifted to the other side of the glovebox, anddden

Some Car This Simca
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under something. | was mildly paniestricken, as it was 8:30pm when | got
home after a big day of driving.

| checked the back of thtemperature gaugeand ensured all the wires were
firmly attached, and all seemed to be in place. Each time | have driven Alice
since then, she has been running beautifully, and sitting on degrees.

31888 ) bI AT O OOU ACAET OEAOiRg ET I

south, down the Burnett, and on to the Gold Coast. Will keep you posted!

| mentioned drives since thdast holidays. Alice has been to Myella

Farmstay for a weekend with the MG Club, a trip to Moura to learn about
the 150t meridian, and a few other things, and a run to Gladstone.

She is a favourite with the owners of Myella, having been there twice now.
The MG Club members thought she was great, and welcomed her into their

i EAOO8ET A£AAOh ) AT OI A xAl1 EAOA AA/

conversations, and wine and cheese and such were all very familiar. One of
the gentleman talked about how he and his mate learnt to drive in a Simca,
and drove them when they were young(er). He took a pic and sent it to his
mate, who lives on the Gold Coasturns out, his mate on the Gold Coast
saw Alice parked somewhere down there back in January, and had sent him

A PEA OEATA )O OAAI O "I EAA AAT 80O cCI
appearing.

Some Car This Simca
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The trip to Moura was great. She hurtled out of town towats Banana, and
OEAT 1T £& OI OI 1 AAOCGEIT O OTETIT xT868 7A
and she drew quite a bit of attention, mainly form the older men. People in
there motorhomes driving the opposite direction smiled and gave the
OOEOI AOG OP88 YO xAO £OT1T A

The 150" meridian is the line on which Australian Eastern Standard Time
Is derived. It is not marked to quite the same degree as The Prime Meridian
in Greenwich, but there is a little rest area, on the side of the Dawson
Highway, a few kms out of town, hading towards Bilo. Back in the day,
they used boulders with holes in them. You looked through them, and you
were looking along the 150 meridian. GPS does the job these days, but at
that exact location, on the 2% of September (and March) during the
Equinox, the sign rises at exactly 6:00am, and sets at exactly 6:00pm.
Fascinating stuff!

£

So, Alice continues to make a name for herself in Central Queensland. There
are some more towns that | plan to take her too, so hopefully all her
OO0O0T 1T ET ¢ des abowirdleldted # the past.

Hope you are all keeping well and safe, and | look forward to the next time
we can all be together, chatting, sharing stories of Simcas, and enjoying
wine, cheese, pleasant company, and of course some trivia games and
drives thrown in!

N
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QUEENSLAND REPORTby Luke Huny

Hi Everyone, looking at our calendar we would have been preparing to
travel to Albury in a couple of weeks. This annual get together is a highlight

I £ 1600 UAAO AOO xA 111 EwitdiEdbpamishn@iat O
things will be a little bit more normal by then.

_—

4EA (O Ol UusO OITE OEA 3EIAA 11T A 1TA
sitting in the carport collecting dust and spider webs since coming back

from Tasmania nearly a year ago. Leo wasnry excited to be going in
$AAAUGO AAOS 7A CAOEAOAA AO OEA "EC
finishing at the Old Butter Factory for a display and afternoon tea.

51 £ O0O0T AGAT U OEA AEOPI AU xAOT 60 1 PA
Coronavirus Arts, Crafs & Hobby Fair had to be postponed. Roma
Historical Precincts Inc leased the Butter Factory from the council a few

years ago and are slowing restoring the old buildings and collecting
memorabilia to turn it into a museum.

We mentioned a while agothaE O x1 O1 AT80 AA 111 C AA/
AOEOET ¢ OO0 AOI O1 A8 7 A I 06 (

I 1TTTE 10606 E

N

Honestly officer, | am an 18 year old midget!

R R R
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Two cool dudes!

Thanks again to David for writing more about the Adventures of Alice in
Central Queensland.

We hope to catch up soon.
Bye for now.

Luke & Michelle Huntly

Some Car This Simca Pagel4d
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By John Pickles

WESTERN WHISPERS

WA State Representatives Repog By John Pickles

3PDOEI ¢ EO EAOA AOO A O 11006 xA xIi
experienced shocking weather, and in the West it was only last week
we experienced damaging winds, rain, hail and below average
temperatures but minor in comparison with the weather experien ced
on the Eastern coast. Perhaps the fact that fewer people and vehicles
are on the streets and less aircraft polluting the skies the atmosphere

Is changing the seasons. Having said all that and with a forecast of
showers for Sunday 27th September it was doubtful if the
programmed French Car Festival in Perth would attract any great
number of vehicles. Pleased to say the Gods took favour with the car
enthusiasts and provided a fine and partly cloudy morning which
attracted the largest number ever to attend the French Car Day. One
car that would have been a star attraction is the newly restored
Aronde P60 owned by our member Justin Walker, unfortunately late

in the week prior to the show a problem was discovered with the
suspension and was unable to make it on the day. The restoration
itself had been completed on the car except for the windscreen wipers
which were missing the attachment components, but with an S.0.S. to
Morrie Barrett which resulted in Geoff Rose despatching two sets by
express mail the car i s now complete and hopefully will appear in the
next big car show in early October.
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From the above photo you may notice another restoration in the
background. Our good friend Laurens Borg (Citroen expert and car
restorer extraordinem ) has a challenge on his hands with the
restoration of a Renault Fregate, but knowing Laurens the car will be
better than new when the work is completed.

~

4EA &OACAOA xAO 2A1 AOI 660 AEOOO AOO

car for the mass market. Producti on of the rear wheel drive 1997cc
car commenced in November 1951 and continued until 1960 with
upgrades including increasing the engine capacity to 2141cc, an estate
version called the Domaine was added during the lifespan of the
vehicle production. Produc tion of the car ceased after an accident in
which the head executive of Renault was involved in an accident while
driving a Fregate, where an item resting on the rear window shelf
catapulted forward and almost decapitated the driver who was killed
instantl y.

Some Car This Simca
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Transmission fluide.

The French Car Festival was held in a new location in the grounds of
the University of Western Australia with a shorter display time

9.00am to 12 midday which may have been the reason for the larger
attendance number adding to a greater variety of cars.

B |
'

DARREL MANNI NG6S SI MCA 1000
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OWNED BYFRANK SCHIRRIPA (VCCWA)

Some Car This Simca
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FOR SALE

For those interested in restoring a Simca Aronde P60 Wagon there is
one available in Perth which comes with an addition parts Wagon and
a Sedan as a bonus, only catch you have to remove them all.
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These cars are part of a deceased estate and the Aronde wagon has
been locked away in a garage for perhaps more than thirty years, it
appears to be complete and rust free. The other two cars have been
left in the open are beyond restoration but be good for spares. All
other cars shown in the picture have been spoken for and not for sale.
Contact John Pickles if you are interested in the Simcas.

SIMCA 1000

LIVELY new French baby with five-bearing
four-cylinder engine at the rear canted to one
side to leave room for the radiator alongside.
Rear-mounted battery and fuel tank leave a lot
of luggage space in the square nose. Four
doors, four seats, all-independent suspension
and synchromesh on all four speeds. Fun to
drive, light to handle and very economical. -

CLOSE-UP
Four-cyl.; o.h.v.; 68 65 mm.; 944 c.c.; 45 b.h.p.; 7.8
to | comp.; coil ign.; Solex carb.; 4-speed, 15.51, 9.26,
6.16, 4.21 to I; cen. lvr.; susp., f. ind. trans. leaf, r. ind.
coil; 4-door; 4-seat; hyd. brks.; max. 75 m.p.h.; cruise,
70; m.p.g. 35-44; whi. base 7ft. 3}in.; track. f. 4ft. 5in.,
r. 4ft. 0%in.; Igth. 12ft. 54in.; wdth. 4ft. 10}in.; ht.
4ft. 43in.; g.c. 53in.; turng. cir. 30ft.; kerb wt. 14 cwt.;
tank, 6§ gals.; 12-volt.
£550.10.8- £207.9.4 p.t. = £758

FROM THE DAILY EXPRESS 1962 LONDON MOTOR SHOW REVIEW
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HERE—TRY IT YOURSELEF!

- . . the only way to discover the REAL difference with
a Simca. But what a difference. Elegant, continental lines
with real big-car roominess. And power to spare. Like
Simca quality, Simca reliability is also built-in, with every
feature thoroughly tested, thoroughly dependable. Prove
this by driving it—you’ll drive the best bargain ever.
See Harden and Johnston or your local Simca Dealer now
—they have the keys ready for your test drive anytime
convenient to you.

117-131 Flinders Street. Sydney. Phone 31 8021
212-220 Parramatta Rd., Camperdown. 512843, or see your local dealer.

NAME __

Please phone me at to arrange Test Drive of Simca.
Please mail me free colour folder and details of Trade-in Plan.

MY ADDRESS IS_

[J Tick here if School Project. = Myin B /62
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Deserving as big a photo as we could fit on the page.
# AOOAET 1 Uh O31T i A #AO 4EEO 3E
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