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Group Na trio ï the elegantly moustached Simca Aronde of Rose leads Parisiôs Vedette        

and Coxôs A90 Westminster.- Just Cars 
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SIMCA CAR CLUB AUSTRALIA Inc 
Dedicated to the preservation and restoration of SIMCA cars for the purpose of maintaining the Simca 
marque as part of the motoring history of Australia.  
 

The Club was formed to provide technical information and spare parts assistance to Simca club 
members. 
 

The Club has an affiliation with Simca owners and clubs throughout the world, permitting a global 
update of Simca activities to our members.  

 

The Club maintains a register of Simca owners through our specialist Registrar for both Simca and 
Simca Vedette. 
 

The views or opinions offered by members in this newsletter ï Swallow Tales may not necessarily 
represent the views or opinions of the Committee of Management. 
 

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT (as elected at the 2016 AGM) 
 

 

President: 

 

Vince Parisi Ph: (03) 94013966 Mobile: 0412867386 

12 Paul Crescent 

Epping Vic 3076 

Email: vincp@optusnet.com.au  

 

Secretary/Treasurer: Doug Murphy Ph: (07) 3207 2457 Mobile 0402845925 

PO Box 2151 

Wellington Pt QLD 4160 

Email doug@realres.com.au 

Editor: Iain and Leila Dyer Ph: (03) 63442601 Mobile: 0419353075 
121 Penquite Road 

Newstead Tas 7250 

Email: sales@autocourt.com.au 
 

Public Officer: Margaret Barrett 
54 Disraeli Road 

WINSTON HILLS NSW 2153 

State Representatives:  

 NEW SOUTH WALES 

 

Morrie Barrett Ph: (02) 96869719 Mobile: 0429495003 

Email: morriebarrett@optusnet.com.au 

 QUEENSLAND Luke Huntly Ph: (07) 46223361 Mobile: 0439830117 

Email: beitz@hwy54.com.au 

  

 SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

 

 
Rob & Ina Stapley Ph: (08) 8389 6176 

Email: inastapley123@hotmail.com 
 

 VICTORIA / TASMANIA 

 

Chris Bailey Ph (03) 5243 6849 Mobile: 

Email: christopherbailey74@gmail.com 

 WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

 & Life Member 

 

John Pickles Ph: (08) 9535 5023 

Email: jpickles3@bigpond.com 
 

 NEW ZEALAND 
 

Colin Smith Ph: 0011 6468 440212 

Email: lucol@clear.net.nz 
 

mailto:vincp@optusnet.com.au
mailto:sales@autocourt.com.au
mailto:morriebarrett@optusnet.com.au
mailto:beitz@hwy54.com.au
mailto:inastapley123@hotmail.com
mailto:jpickles@dodo.com.au
mailto:lucol@clear.net.nz


SWALLOW TALES                             Number 2                                  June  2017 

 

 S o m e  C a r  T h i s  S i m c a 
 

Page 2 

FROM THE XW\gbećf WXf^ Ă by Iain Dyer 

Historic Winton 2017 
 

We always  look forward to Historic Winton.  This year of course we had two 

racing Simcaôs taking part in the Group NA division.  Vince Parisi in his green 

Vedette and Geoff Rose in his blue 90A Aronde. 

 

 

It was more special this year as after Winton we were heading north for our 

2017 Simca National Rally.  Saturday practice was fine and most of the 

divisions got through the day without much mishap.  Sunday, race day, was 

another matter.  There were intermittent showers all day, causing havoc.  A 

gorgeous open wheeler Cooper clone, stuffed his car backwards into the 

concrete wall.  Mangled transaxles for those donôt come cheap.  So it was all 

day.  A Studebaker Lark was severely damaged, a very fast LJ XU1 clone, a 

write off, plus a Cooper S and others.   

 

The racing between a red Comaro and a Silver E49 Charger was worth the 

admission alone.  The Charger being the eventual victor.  That is one mean 

Charger and boy can that guy drive.  Similarly, in another division, there was 

unbelievably close racing between two Porsche 911ôs and an Alfa 105.  An 
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Orange Porsche being the eventual victor.  All these cars are now worth 

considerable sums of money, but no one told these guys.   

 

Getting back to our two Simca racers, both cars were circulating as though on 

rails, testaments to the car setups and the drivers skills.  Understandably Vince 

had the goods on Geoff all weekend until the final.  Vince did have a problem 

with a leaking axle seal and had to top up the diff between races.  Apart from 

that, both cars were going like trains.   
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The final.  Second last race of the weekend.  Down it came.  There were a 

variety of stoppages, plus lots of damage.  On the final restart Geoff had got 

past Vince and was flying in the wet.  Vince had semi slicks on the car and 

Geoff had a racing radial, which thrived in the wet conditions.  I heard people 

behind me saying, ñThose Simcaôs handle, didnôt know they went that well.ò  

What they didnôt realise, they were looking at the only log booked Aronde and 

Vedette race cars in the world.  So there it is, Geoff finally knocked off the 

mighty Parisi.  By the time 

we reached Tweed Heads, 

the story had expanded to a 

collection of Vedette door 

handles.  Geoff I hope you 

have plenty of Aronde door 

handles.  The mighty emi-

sul hemi engine is on the 

water.  Vince assured me 

the new engine will put out 

180 brake horse power and 

combined with the 4 speed 

box, will be a real weapon.  

There is a very quick 

electric blue FC Holden that is the target.  FC you say, yep, around 180 bhp out 

of the old Grey motor and goes like scheisse off a shovel.  Roll on next year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Two club members discussing the odds.  One owns an Aronde and 

one owns a Vedette. 
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Steve Maloneyôs 90A and a very tidy P60, non-Club member 
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Another view of the original P60 at Winton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Didnôt finish this way 
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Heading North, destination the Tweed. 

 
For us the adventure was just beginning. As usual we had gone to Winton with 

our friends, Martin and Kaye Wilson.  After knocking around together for over 

20 years it is always good fun, we have worked out none of us are perfect.  

Except perhaps Kaye!  Now Martin is one of those boys own dudes always 

looking for an adventure, me too, but I have had my wings clipped.  He had 

arranged to do a deal with a classic car dealer in Sydney.  The deal was, the 

dealer had a BK8 Austin Healey for sale, left hand drive, straight out of the 

container from the US.  He had agreed to trade a MK 11 Jaguar, 3.4, manual 

from Martin.  This being the case, Martin and Kaye had travelled to Winton in 

the Jag and we had followed in our trusty Peug 307 T/D. 

 

Monday morning we left Benalla and headed north on the Hume.  We reached 

Mittagong that night and 

stayed the night.  Setting off to 

reach our target, West Pennant 

Hills in Sydney by lunch time.  

Having duly arrived we met 

the vendor who had two 

magnificently restored 

Healeyôs, as well as the import.  

After some pleasant discussion, 

a deal was struck and Martin 

and Kaye headed south and we 

headed north. 

 

As a post script, only someone slightly mad would head off on a 900k run in a 

car that had only driven a few yards out of a container.  Apart from a missing 

rear window, a steering box that loved changing lanes for the fun of it, a 

collapsed seat and using 8 litres of oil, they made it home.   

 

The world is full of boring people, they are not amongst them.  We headed 

north and stayed at Ettalong, my old stamping ground.  We had planned a two 

night stop over, however one was enough.  Without boring everyone, I spent 

several years growing up in the area.  I hadnôt been back for 30 years.  The old 

saying, ñYou canôt go backò is so true.  You can, but the memories of another 

time, are preferable to the area today.  One bright spot in the area is the Gosford 

car museum.   
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The Gosford Car Museum 
 

A gentleman of some means and passion has collected over 400 cars worth 

some 700 million.  To house them all he purchased an empty Bunnings 

building.  Believe me the entire interior is full of cars, as are the extremities.  

We pulled in with about an hour until closing, with the thought of having a 

quick tour.  Well, quick being relative in my case.  The very pleasant staff 

explained many people 

take a day to take it all 

in.  We quickly revised 

our plans and agreed to 

turn up next morning at 

opening time at 8.30.  

Outside the entrance 

they have a restored 

airstream caravan 

serving as a café.  

Believe me they do the 

best egg and bacon rolls 

and coffee.  Everything 

is immaculate.  

 

 

Upon entering the museum it takes your breath away.  The entire concrete floor 

is epoxy polished with grey 

carpet walk ways.  Everything 

is spotless.  You can see from 

the photos the range of vehicles 

is mind blowing.  One glaring 

omission, not a Simca in sight.  

There are several cousins 

outside, Skodaôs, I have always 

admired these tough little Czech 

cars.   

 
You could write pages about the 

exhibits, but I will let the photos 

tell their story.  A lot of the cars are for sale and I believe very reasonably 

priced.  There are several E38 and E49 Chargers for sale.  One is priced at 

around 270k, I canôt get my head around that.  Mind you who doesnôt love 

them? 
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There were two cars I thought were bargains.  The first was a Smokey and the 

Bandit 6.6l Trans am in black, complete with gold screaming Eagle.  It was a 

lovely car and only 30k.  You simply cannot go half way to restoring something 

out of a container for that.  

 

The second car was a 1.5 

litres Jag 1947 Mk 1V.  

4cyl survivors of this model 

are very rare.  A lovely little 

black car ready to go for 

only 38k.  The sign said the 

car drove really well and 

was ready for rallying as is.  

Has to be a bargain.  Beside 

it was big brother, a 3.5 

litre, for similar money and 

once again stonking value. 

 

The following photos are a small representation of the total display. 
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The entire staff are lovely helpful people and are all enthusiasts.  Pity they donôt 

have a Simca, perhaps Kerry can lend them one of his.  That being said, I 

believe all the cars are owned, not consigned.  The collection does not only 

favour top end cars but displays many original day to day drivers in their 

original condition.  The collection is deemed the best in the southern 

hemisphere and I would say that would be undisputed.  Put it on your list, you 

will not regret it.   

 

If you need somewhere to stay, there is a Motel some 5 klmôs north on the Old 

Pacific Hôway.  It is run by some Indians, who could not be more helpful and 

only charged $85.00 per night.  The room was superb, the best value we found 

on the entire trip.  Early next morning we hit the road again, ever heading north.  

Much further down the road, Woodburn in fact ,we rounded a bend and came 

upon a surprising sight.  In the distance we could see a blue Simca wagon and a 

Vedette on trailers, pulled up on the side of the road.  It was of course, Rob and 

Ina and Mel and Gelske Rogers.  They had stopped for a break and were feeling 

the miles.  Itôs a long way from their starting point and I admire their tenacity.  I 

donôt want to upset the good people at Woodburn, but whatever you do, donôt 

drink the coffee. 

 

So on to the Tweed. 
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Having a break at 

Woodburn 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT -  by Vince Parisi 

 

 

 

 

Our esteemed President is holidaying in Europe at present and as such 

cannot submit his report.  Seems he is having a fabulous time, they 

even let him have a steer of the cruise ship! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doesnôt turn in as well as the Vedette Vince! 
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fXVeXgTelćf eXcbeg - by  Doug Murphy 

 

Hi Iain and hello Leila, 

 

Hereôs the reports of the Secretary, Treasurer (and Membership Officer). 

 

The Secretaryôs task is to record and report. Well, the Minutes and the 

contributions of many others, really tell the financial and real life stories. 

 

Attached is the latest Income- Expenditure ïBalances Statement.  $150 of Club 

income was received by BSB or cheque from members attending the National 

Meet; the $50 per member was to offset the costs of hosting the  Meet with 

purchases of food, printing, stationery and the like. Well, Skip is out of pocket 

to the tune of $60.  so we think he  should be reimbursed with $60. 

 

The Club commenced the June Quarter with a balance of $6323.24. During the 

quarter, there was an inflow of $80 and expenditure of $1556.29, thus reduthe 

closing balance to $4996.95. 

For the AGM, we will prepare annual Income and Expenditure Statement and 

Balance Sheet (as required by the constitution). 

 

Doug Murphy 

Secretary 

Simca Car Club of Australia Inc. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Doug and Melôs Vedetteôs at Cooly Rocks 
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 Simca Car Club of Australia Inc. Income Expenditure 01/04/17 - 30/06/17  
 

 Balance as at 1st April 2017 6323.24 

Income 
Membership Fees 80.00 

Rally registrations (to be reimbursed 

to Skip) 

150.00 

230.00 230.00 

6553.24 

Expenses 
Swallow Tales 101.53 

Simca Logo Stickers 43.50 

Torches 420.54 

Keyrings 583.72 

Lanyards 286.00 

Wine for Rally Prizes 121.00 

1556.29 1556.29 

BALANCE AS AT 30/06/17 4,996.95  
 

 

 

The man himself and his lovely P60 


